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‘EDITORIAL 


A Statement 
By Rev. Dunbar H. Ogden, D.D. 


As Chairman of the General Assembly’s Perma- 
nent Committee of Cooperation and Union I feel 
a special responsibility in giving to the Church at 
large a statement of important facts that bear 
upon the proposed reunion of the U.S.A. and U.S. 
Churches. 


Especially is this true when statements are 
issued that may be misleading, because they do 
not contain all the facts. 


I write now in reference to the Foreign Mission 
Work. 


The “Board” of the U.S.A. Church and the 
“Executive Committee” of our’s are similar or- 
ganizations, the difference being largely nominal. 
The members of their Board and of our Executive 
Committee are elected directly by the respective 
General Assemblies. Their Board and our Execu- 
tive Committee are both incorporated bodies, 


The Foreign Mission per capita gift of our 
Church is larger than that of the USA. 


In addition to contributions from the churches 
the USA Board receives considerable amounts 
from endowment funds. 


We maintain work in Africa, Brazil, China, 
Japan, Korea and Mexico. 


The U.S.A. Church maintains work in Africa, 
Brazil, Chile, China, Columbia, Czechoslovakia, 
France, Portugal, Guatemala, India, Iran, Japan, 
Korea, Mexico, Philippines, Siam, Syria, Mesopo- 
tamia, Venezuela. | 


At the present time the U.S.A. Church is pro- 
viding a Restoration Fund of $27,000,000.00, more 
than half of which is to be used in work abroad. 


The U.S.A. General Assembly has asked all of 
its churches to refrain from local building projects 
except major repairs until this Restoration Fund 
shall have been completely raised. The Fund is 
now moving toward completion. | 


To my best knowledge the above is an accurate 
statement of fact, in view of which it seems clear 


that both Churches are sincerely interested in 
Foreign Missions, | 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


We are very much surprised that Dr. Ogden is} 
unaware of the fundamental difference between} 
the conduct of the Church’s work by a “Con: 


mittee,”” as in our Church, and that under a 
“Board,” as obtains in the Northern Church. 


De. Vaughan, writing in “The Presbyterian 
a in 1887, had this to say about the dif. 
erence: 


“8. There is also a serious theoretic and a still 
more formidable practical difference between the 
modes of conducting the enterprises of the Church. 
Our method is to do it by Committees; 


reduced to entire insignificance by some, and is 


only recognized in the incorporated character of 


Boards and the incapacity of incorporation at- 


tributed to Committees. For years before the war, 
Breckinridge, Thornwell, 


such thinkers as 


Stuart Robinson, were profoundly convinced of 


the value of that distinction, and labored with in-,_ 
tense solicitude to incorporate it into the actual — 
organization of the Church. Would such men have, 


laid such stress on a distinction so immaterial— 


reduced to a mere difference of size—and an un- | 
founded allegation of incompetence to be incor |. 


porated? A Committee can be incorporated, as 
witness our Committee of Publication. It is still a 
Committee. The distinction between Boards and 
Committees lies in another direction. A Board is 
a conception born of the organic weakness of the 
congregational system; it is a body apart from the 
organization which creates it, designed to do the 
work assigned to that organization. In Congregar 
tionalism, such a body is necessary, springing 


from the essential weakness of the system. In a | 


Presbyterian system, a Board is the product, not 


of organic weakness, but of a mistaken transfer | 


to a body outside of the Church or engrafted upon 
it of the work assigned to the Church itself. Under 
a Committee, the Church does her own work with 
her own organic hand. The distinction is both plain 
and important. It was brought out by Robert 
Breckinridge in the very beginning of the re- 
organization of the Church after the disruption in 
1838. That seed-thought grew until it created. the 
Committee of Church Extension in the unbroken 
Old School Church in 1855, and moulded the whole 


their | 
method is to do it by Boards. This distinction is — 
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form of the Southern Church as it now exists. 


\ Great men do not misguide themselves or others 
by an unfounded distinction.” | 


Furthermore, in the By-Laws of the U.S.A. 
Board, Art. II, No. 5, is as follows: “No person 
shall be nominated to the General Assembly for 
election to membership on the Board until his 


- name shall have been before the Board for con-. 
_ sideration for at least two weeks. Members of the 


Board shall be informed by special notice what 
names are proposed and when the vote is to be 
taken.”’ Obviously the General Assembly can only 
elect to the Board those who have been decided 
upon by some group other than the Assembly, 
prior to the meeting of the Assembly. 


Finally, the relationship of the Board to its 


_ foreign missionaries is different from that obtain- 
ing between our Committee and our missionaries. 


At the 1923 General Assembly in Montreat, Dr. 
Robert Speer spoke with reference to the China 
Bible Union and in defense of the missionaries of 
the Church. He made this statement: “Our Board 
employs 1,700 foreign missionaries and I can as- 


sure you that all of them are loyal to the standards 


of our Church.” | 
The writer, with other of our missionaries on 


_ furlough at that Assembly, heard this statement 


and when the word “employs” was used we could 
hardly believe our ears..The missionaries of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church are your represen- 
tatives in the foreign field, not your —— 


For Christ’s Crown 
And Covenant 


None more than the minister knows the handi- 
cap under which he often labors by the very fact 
that he is a preacher whose business it is to attend 
to spiritual matters and to do spiritual work. In 


such connection it may be remarked that the ab- 


sence of what the world logically expects of the 


man of God, should be his burning condemnation; 
- and in addition what the Lord counts on him to 
' do should give him no rest in the semi-security of 
the mere routine of professionalism. It is so easy 
to become inured, to take on the attitude of the 
_ professional, and to let the work go at that. 


Our business is to lead souls to the Saviour. If 
that were our constant concern, the burden of 
our daily prayer, we would not only do more about 
it, but we would have the incomparable joy of 
success in such service. A minister was once heard 
publicly to say that his task was not to lead men 
to the Lord; and when asked what he considered 
his task to be, he replied, with apparent com- 
placency, that it was to make lighter the burdens 
of the Master. Doubtless it can be declared that 
when a servant of the Most High does his proper 


work, he does lighten the load of the Man of Sor- 


rows. But for the minister of the Gospel to at- 


tempt to throw off on such score is tragic. The 


Son of Man came to seek and to save that which 
was lost; and the preacher, of all men, no Christian 
being excepted, is to go and do likewise, by the 


1 grace and power of God. If the Christ added that 


is great work in such ministration consisted in 
His giving His life a ransom for many, then our 
greatest task, in such light, with our vital relation 
to Him as those who are His ministers, is not 
other than to bring people to Him to confess Him 
as their Saviour. The full measure of such work, 
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as also the task of the Church, has been expressed 
clearly thus: To bring men to the Lord; to build 
them up in the Lord; and to send them forth for 
the Lord. If we know these things, happy are we 
if we do them. 


All this having been said, it still remains that 
the very place and position and expectancy of the 
minister puts him at somewhat of a disadvantage. 
As he presents the claims of the Saviour to men, 
they tend to say: “O that is his business.’ And 
they may fail to take warning. We must remember 
and act on the fact that the Church is a life 
saving corporation. It is no haven of rest for those 
who would seek comfort and evade hard service. 
Who can hope to escape the obligation? Who 
would want to? If the whole Church is busy about 
its Father’s business, there will be results. Some- 
time ago a man was heard to say that if the Chris- 
tian people believed what they claim to believe, 
the world would either repent and confess or go 
crazy. There is something to think about there. 


And the almost strange and indeed satisfying 
fact is that after all, Christian work, in this mat- 
ter of personal evangelism, is so easy to do. I do 
not mean easy, either: the Devil will make it as 
hard as he can, which is pretty hard. But God has 
made the human heart to seek after Him. And the 
Holy Spirit goes before the person who is bur- 
dened with the souls of men. We can trust Him 
for that. Therefore if the business man and the 
home-maker and others in their various places will 
but do what Scripture and logic and common sense 
combine to persuade to do, what a different world 
we would have! Just that, is what spread the 
Christian Gospel like a prairie fire in the first 
three centuries of the Christian era when there 
were no great evangelists. And just that also will 
do it in this twentieth century when again there 
are no great mass-evangelistic movements. 


And personal evangelism will settle the matter 
of conduct, gambling, drinking, card-playing, ca- 
rousing. Worldly amusements are no problem for 


the dedicated heart. Let a group become possessed 


of great concern for souls, and volunteer to speak 
to others regarding their relationship to God and 
eternity, and the practical problems will be settled. 
Let the man of business engage in soul-winning, 
then Christian character and consistent living will 
be inevitable. Here is God’s solution for many a 
knotty problem, personal and church-wide. What 
minister does not have them! 


To the special] point and the end: a challenge. 
If ten men on one day, business men, will go to 
one man who is not a Christian and express their 
interest in his soul’s welfare, however haltingly 
and imperfectly, that man will become aroused as 
never before; and the chances (a non-Calvinistic 
word) are that under such circumstances, in the 


face of such concern, he will become a Christian. 


Try it! On the wall of his cell it is said that Ber- 
nard of Clairvaux had inscribed: ‘‘Bernard, why 
are you here?’ Why are we? - —R.F.G. 


God Is Able 


Out of China comes a fresh testimony of the 
ability of God to honor faith and to supply the 
needs of His children. In 1937 a young Chinese 
woman, Eleanor Woo, who had just spent two 
years studying and travelling in America, felt 
led of the Holy Spirit to open a home for needy 
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children and widows in Shanghai. She had no hu- 
man backing in the form of a board or commit- 
tee. She just began as she could, trusting the Lord 
to supply all needs. 


As the Japanese invaded China and took most 
of Shanghai in that year her faith was undaunted. 
Despite bursting bombs and harsh restrictions the 
work went on. The Emmanuel Home for the Home- 
less grew. At times, during the war years, there 
were as many as 200 women and children, mostly 
the latter, to be cared for. Little ones who were 
almost starved to death were taken off the street. 
They were given food, clothing, a clean bed, 
medical care and instruction in the Word of God. 


The Chinese are like any other people in that 
they do best on three meals a day. God saw the 
need in that Home. God provided for it. Not once 
in the midst of famine and inflation did the wom- 


en. and children go hungry. And all the while — 


Miss Woo made it a rule to give to the Lord’s 
work elsewhere one-tenth of that which came in. 


This story ranks with the story of George Muel- 
ler’s work in Bristol, England, and the story of 
Amy Carmichael’s work in South India. There is 
a living God who will bless obedient faith and who 
delights to answer prayer. 


It is no wonder that one of Miss Woo’s favorite 
verses is II Corinthians 9:8: “‘And God is able to 
make all grace abound unto you, that: ye, having 
always all sufficiency in everything, may abound 
unto every good work” (A.S.V.) 


Ought not our congregations to be challenged 
to attempt something largé~fn faith. to restore 
our mission work and property in China, Japan 
and Korea and to enlarge our work in Mexico, 


Brazil and Africa? We eagerly await. the report | 


of Dr. C. Darby Fulton and Dr. William M. Elliott, 
Jr., on conditions in the Orient. A tremendous 
challenge will undoubtedly be presented to our 


people. God will help to meet it. He is able. 
—C. N. W. III. 


Who Is Right? 


The Presbyterian Tribune, liberal church paper 
published by Northern Presbyterians, has a sig- 
nificant editorial in the issue of March 29 en- 
titled “The Outlook For Church Unity.” It states 
that so far as the Northern Presbyterian As- 
sembly’s Department of Church Cooperation and 
Union is concerned, the door to possible Presby- 
terian-Episcopal union is still open. This we have 
— from other sources and accepted at face 
value. | 


This editorial further affirms, ‘“‘The Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America has 
entered into this negotiation and has invited the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S, A., to participate in a 
large conference including representatives of the 
Congregational-Christian Churches and the Dis- 
ciples of Christ to discuss closer affiliation . with 
union-minded Protestant Churches. The Presby- 
terian ‘State Department’ has expressed a willing- 
ness to join in such a conference if it is held.” 


When a statement of this kind is brought to the 
attention of the Federal Council it is flatly de- 
nied. It claims to be disinterested in the amalga- 
mation of the churches of America. Now we would 
like to know who is telling the truth, the Federal 


Council or The Poushyterian Tribune. It is obvious 


that both statements cannot be correct. It is our 


conjecture that if we could ascertain the truth, © 
for veracity 


the Federal Council’s reputation 
would not be enhanced. 


One of the most serious objections to the Fed. | 
eral Council is at this point. Repeatedly the agents — 
of the Council have disclaimed any activities along — 
this line but when such a statement as this is _ 

published by liberal Church papers clamoring for 
union we are forced to believe that the Federal — 
Council is engaged in such amalgamating activities 
R 


in spite of their denials. 


Chinese Minister Appeals 
For Forgiveness 


Rev. Peter Shih Is Heard At 
Columbia University 


On a recent visit, the Reverend Peter Y. F. 
Shih, S.T.M., D.D., of Chungking, China, addressed 
the students of Columbia Theological Seminary 
appealing for forgiveness of the Japanese, Dr. 
Shih is the head of a delegation of Chinese Chris- 
tians who are visiting the United States and 
Japan in the interest of re-establishing Christian 
forgiveness and communion between the _ three 
countries. 


Dr. Shih used as his Scripture Lesson John 
12:21-28 and took as his text Verses 27 and 28. 


From this text the speaker developed the thesis | 


that seeing the best and choosing the second best 
is the beginning of spiritual decay. 


According to the text Jesus was tempted to 
choose the second best. His soul was troubled. 
He was tempted to say, Why die now? Why not go 
to Greece and teach them the knowledge of God? 
Why not raise up there another band of dis- 
ciples? His first prayer was, Father save me from 
this hour. I do not want to die, but to go and 
teach the Greeks. Surely this is a good. But Jesus 


did not stop here, and His but was the turning | 


point of world history. ‘‘But for this cause came 
I unto this hour, Father glorify Thy Name.”’ Thus 
Jesus turned away from a second best and went 
to Jerusalem to die on the Cross for you and for 


me. Yes, going to Greece seemed a good road, | 
but the best was the only road for Him and that 


was the road to Jerusalem and death. Jesus saw 
the best and He did the best, 


Near Ningpo China, there was a beloved Pres- 
byterian Pastor who had served his people faith- 
fully for seventeen years. When the Japanese 
came in he was strongly advised to go to West 
China. It would be a good thing to go to West 
China and preach the same Gospel. But something 
inside told the Pastor that it was his duty to stay 
with his flock. He continued to preach and one 
day was preaching from Genesis 1:1, “In the be- 
ginning God.” Three Japanese soldiers who had 
been listening came up and declared that, “In 
the beginning was the Japanese Emperor, not 
God.” Then they shot the Pastor; but as he was 
dying, the minister still feably said, “In the 
beginning God—not man.” The blood of the martyr 
was the foundation of the Church. The congre- 
gation was so moved by his spirit that they con- 
tinued to hold their services in private homes for 
eight years. During these years the congregation 
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grew from one hebdred to three hundred, from 
a mission to a _ self-supproting Church with a 
d a woman worker. The man of God 
saw the best and did it. 7 


When the war ended the Christians in Chung- 
king tried to send a delegation to Japan but were 
forbidden. Later through the intervention of Ma- 
dam Chiang Kai-shek they have been given per- 
mission to send a delegation there in September 
1947. This delegation, which Dr, Shih heads, is 
now in the United States. They come to share 
with both nations the message of forgiveness, 


for “forgiveness alone is the sure foundation of 
- world peace.” “You don’t know what war is,’’ said 
‘ Dr. Shih, “we in China do.”’ The war has destroyed 
60 per cent of our churches, schools and hos- 
- pitals, removed 45 per cent of our Church work- 
- ers, killed our brothers and relatives, wrecked our 


homes. But when we meditate on the meaning of 


the Cross we must follow His teaching and ex- 


ample. His first prayer on the Cross was, ‘Father 
forgive them, they know not what they do.” This 
is the heart of our Christian religion: the for- 
giving love of God. 


Dr. Shih’s father labored half a century as a 
Christian preacher, subject to persecution, ridicule 
and scorn. His favorite texts were, ‘With His 
stripes we are healed,” and “Father, forgive them, 
they know not what they do.’”’ He wrote a book on 
Forgiveness. God gives and forgives. Man gets and 
forgets. The trouble with the world is its effort 
to get and get more. But the remedy for the world 
is to give and forgive. 


In the Boxer Uprising two of Dr, Shih’s uncles 
conneceted: with the China Inland Mission were 
killed by a Boxer leader. Before one of them died 


he said to his Boxer, ‘My brother, I wish you to 
read my beloved book, the Holy Bible.’”’ That Boxer 


is now a distinguished Evangelist in East China, 
a better preacher than either of the uncles he 
killed. In every Simon there is a possible Peter, in 
every Saul a possible Paul. For the Cross of 
Christ is an impossible possibility. The forgiving 
power of the Cross can change the most hardened 
into a gracious Gospel minister. | 


Forgiveness means not to forget the enemies, 
but to win them for world peace. We ought to 
work harder to win the spiritual victory than 


the physical war. Forgiveness and love are the 


only foundations for world peace. To err is hu- 
man, to forgive is Divine. Forgiveness is hard but 
it is urgent. Seeing the best and doing the second 
best is the beginning of spiritual decay. Seeing 
and doing the best is the foundation for spiritual 
growth. —Wm. C. R 


Infiltration 


The Inter-seminary Movement claims sixty-five 
years of service. As a means for keeping seminary 
students in touch with each other and for pointing 
out dangers common to all Christians, and as an 
instrument for arousing loyalty to the Saviour, it 
may vihdicate its place. The movement as propa- 
ganda for unevangelical ecumenicity is fraught 
with great danger. It is but logical that levelling 
enthusiasts should make strategic bid for the cap- 
ture of Theological Seminaries. When their output 
is standardized as according to the pattern of the 


regulators, then, given time enough, ecumenicity 


will tolerate only various trade-marks for the iden- 
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tical hand-me-down line of ecclesiastical conscripts. 


In anticipation of a general conference of theo- 
logica] students and faculty representatives at Ox- 
ford, Ohio, next summer, the Inter-seminary Move- 
ment is sponsoring four compact books, dealing 
with matters of vital import to all. The books 
have been written by about thirty liberals, dealing 
with such subjects as: The Challenge, The Church 
and Various Movements, The Gospel, The Church 


-and the World, and Ecumenicity. 


These writers are saying that we face an array 
of opposing forces, monstrous as minatory: fads, 
cults, organizations, ideologies, trends; and that 
we must have new approaches and new techniques 
and new implements. It may be remarked that not 
in essence, but only in name and appearance, are 
the gadgets of the adversary novel. They are new 
in multiplicity, But all ills are out of the heart of 
man, no matter what the shape or size of the ob- 
stacles presented to the Gospel. The Apostle Paul 
did not live in a “germ-processed’’ atmosphere. 
Ephesus had labor problems! Athens was no para- 
dise of saints. Rome saw sects and combines, poli- 
tics, machines, neuroses (by any other name), 
with desperate wickedness. And so did Antioch 
and all other places where and when the Gospel 
triumphed. The real error lies in men’s haste to 
obscure the true antidote, to discard the real spe- 
cific, and to substitute man-made schemes and 


‘human elaborations. As at the beginning of the 


Christian Era the forces of the Devil could not 
prevail, so in these long post-Apostolic days, when 
the Word of God is proclaimed in reliance on Di- 
vine grace and in Apostolic purity and power, nei- 
ther science, nor social trends, nor novel ideologies 
nor historical criticism nor any other creature can 
hold out against it. 


Liberal leaders now decide that the “supreme 
present issue is a divided Protestantism versus the 
secular culture of our day,” to quote from The 
Christian Century editorial of February 19, 1947, 
an’ article entitled ““New Life In The Seminaries.” 
We are told that while the writers of the afore- 
mentioned books are not in complete accord, their 
pooled pronouncement adds up to a conclusion 
that ‘‘modern man is lost, and lost in a more pro- 
found sense than in any epoch since the beginning 
of the Christian Era.’’ That is a most hopeful word, 
presuming that the Biblical sense of “‘lost’”’ is in- 
tended. Yet another and more amazing and heart- 
warming statement in the appraisal is made: 
““ ... Underlying the various expressions there is 
one basic presumption upon which all are agreed, 
viz., the Christian faith carries in itself the answer 
that the world needs for its redemption; that the 
validity and relevance of the Christian Gospel are 
not dependent on philosophy, nor on psychology, 
nor on sociology, nor on science in any form; but 
that this Gospel stands on its own feet as the reve- 
lation of the nature and purpose of God in Christ.” 
It sounds indeed like a prodigal turning home, as 
the editor avers, though (aside) with some doubt 
on paternity. Coming from men of theological lati- 
tude, a more precise definition of terms would be 
desirable. Do they refer to the historic faith, to 
Christianity according to the Bible? There has 
been so much confusion in the use of terms and 
the content of ideas, ; 


At any rate we seem to have here a confession 
least expected, a confession of awful failure, both 
criminal and inexcusable, for the sins of those who 
have bartered their birthright for a mess of mod- 
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ernism and who in the name of enlightenment 
have dimmed the One True Light. The signs are 
hopeful: we shall continue to pray for revival; for 
God can save even the modernist. 


When men insist that we “rediscover the Gos- 
pel,” it should be declared that the Gospel since 
the Reformation has never been lost: only folk 
have strayed away from it, or fanatics have served 
to diseredit it. To the claim that the seminaries 
are narrow and self-centered with no broad hor- 
izons and no proper preparation for the young 


ministers to reach the prevailing mentality of the 


time, it should be replied that narrowness and 
depth well comport, that the Gospel] was ordained 


to meet eternal needs to produce temporal re-— 


actions for a human nature which essentially does 
not change, and that the prevailing mind is a mind 
of sin, whatever its formal variety. 


When the complaint is made that the seminary 
curriculum requires revising, we say amen, if. re- 
vising means getting back to the adequate rigorous 
theological discipline which made and makes the 
preacher powerful in the things of God and His 
Word, rather than discursive and vague touching 
the heart of the matter. 


And to the cry that only a united church can 
win against such odds as we now face, let reply be 
made that ecumenicity, good enough if on the 
basis of historic Chrisianity, with unity prior and 
superior to union—ecumenicity “in the hands of 
a ministry trained in the spirit of the writers of 
the four books,” will win, not on account of what 
these writers set down, but only as its speech is 
that of an inspired Gospel of supernatural regen- 
eration. Lip-service to Christianity, and the use of 
Gospel terminology, will not avail; nor will any- 
thing short of the plan of God according to Scrip- 
ture, revealed and not discovered, life-giving and 
not waiting to be revived, unequivocal and not 
subject to change. 


The modern minister will certainly have to face 
great problems, as has the ministry in every age. 
But only as he does so with the faith of the super- 
natural Gospel, will he do so with any assurance 
of success. The self-confessed failure of modernism 
and liberalism is one side of the story: the other 
is the guarantee of God. Those who are already 
alive by supernatural grace rejoice to see any new 
life in the seminaries. Those who have directly to 
do with them surely know that they need such! 
And with all due respect to the thirty and more 
writers of the noted books, we are inclined to feel 
that any new life will come from One Book rather 
than from Four. What can Christianity say to the 
society in which we now live? It can but say what 
it has always said and must ever say: “Christ died 
for our sins.” ‘‘Repent and believe the Gospel.” 


Reject — And Be 
Rejected 


Some years ago Dr. R. A. Torrey, one of the 
greatest Bible teachers and evangelists America 
ever produced, made the following statement: 
“Every man’s destiny turns upon what he does 
with the Word of God. If anyone rejects the 
word of God, God rejects him.” 


Saul, who has such a promising beginning as 
king, was rejected for this very reason. Samuel 
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said to him, “Thou hast rejected the word of the 
Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee from being 
king over Israel.’ 


In the light of the Scriptures, in the light of 
history, and, in the light of today’s experience the 
critics of the Bible should tremble. 


Even the theological liberals are bewailing the 
impotence of the Church in times such as these 


and we find them feverishly calling meeting after — 


meeting to devise more effective means to combat 
the hell-bent course of contemporary life. 


Their concern is justified, but their diagnosis of | 
the cause of the impotency of their efforts is as 
false as the charlatan who diagnoses a cancer asa 
simple sore which he can remove by some futilly — 


concocted nostrum. 


Speaking in the large, we are living in a 


theological generation in which man, the creature, 3 


has become the critic of the Creator. In a time 
when the sinner, turns the myoptic lens of human 
wisdom on the God of the universe and says, “‘Why 
hast thou made me thus?” In fact, the Word of 
God, the rightful judge of man, is placed in the 
ridiculous position of being brought within the 
straight jacket of the limitations of human know- 
— and is judged by those of whom it is the 
judge. 


We believe in education and in an educated 
ministry. Thank God our Church has always 
emphasized this. But some fail to distinguish 
between truth and error, between science and 
mere human speculation. 


Certainly the Bible, a Book given by divine 
revelation and full of the miraculous, contains 
much difficult for the finite mind to grasp. In 
fact it is utter foolishness to those who lack the 
ministrations of the Holy Spirit as Teacher. 


‘When we come to eternity, and look back with 
the spiritual vision now lacking, the doubts and 
questions and oppositions of those who now deny 
the reliability of the entire Book will appear as 
futile as hands clawing against granite. 


“‘And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder.” 


When we hear men today saying, ‘‘No intelligent 
man can accept this” or, “Science has made it 
impossible for me to believe that,’ our thoughts 
turn .to these words, “But God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise; 
and God has chosen the weak things of the world 
to confound the things which are mighty; and 
base things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which 


' are not, to bring to nought things that are: that no 


flesh should glory in his presence.”’ 


Theological liberalism has rejected faith in the 
plenary inspiration of the Word of God and as a 


result God has rejected their efforts to bring in 


His Kingdom. Because of this rejection Protest- 
antism is helpless to stem world chaos. But, thank 
God there are those within the folds of Protest- 
antism who have not rejected God’s Word. Great 
throngs of men and women in the large denomina- 
tions, and that large group in the lesser churches, 
at times are spoken of as the “Church of the 
Disposessed.”’ 
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- There are those with a sterile orthodoxy whose 
‘work is crippled by lovelessness and pride (in or- 
‘thodoxy), and sometimes by unmitigated laziness. 
‘They too are impotent in times such as these. 


But, find a man or an organization which loves 


‘the Book, and which offers a ministry centered in 
‘that Book, and you will find one which is being 
used of God to stem the tide of sin and unbelief 
which is sweeping men to destruction, 


- Certain Protestant leaders are bewailing the 
inroads which Catholicism is making in the Protes- 
‘tant Church. Stop and ponder why. 
cause too many Protestant pulpits have rejected 


the Word and they in turn have themselves been. 


rejected. 
Oh Christian brothers—you who have hidden 


and for the sins of mankind. —L.N.B. 


Britain’s Tragedy 


The world is seeing enacted today one of the 
great tragedies of history — the disintegration of 
the British Empire. 


This editorial is not a defense of all phases of 
British imperialism, but the fact remains that this 
imperialistic expansion carried in its wake the 
- spreading of the Gospel in lands which otherwise 
might yet remain in spiritual darkness. 


The tragedy we witness today is not that of 
loss of colonial possessions, potential of danger for 
the world as that itself may be. 


Nor is this tragedy the loss of economic power 
which Britian has suffered because of the War. 
Walter Lippman states that within two years 
England will come to the end of economic solvency. 


| Certainly the Great Britain of the past was a 


nation which produced men of character and 
moral stamina who in turn were a blessing to the 
world. One had but to cross the ocean on a 
British liner, as the writer has done on several 
- occasions, to sense a finesse of organization and 
_ control never experienced on the liners of any 
other nation, including our own. And, those who 
saw the fine types ot British officials scattered in 
many parts of the world have borne testimony to 
their character, not to be overclouded by that 
pt who were unworthy of the nation they 
serve 


gration of a nation because that nation has first 
disintegrated spiritually. Statistics on spiritual 
conditions in England are appaling, One per cent 
of the people attend church. In the great city of 
_ Eastbourne, with a population of sixty thousand, 
less than one hundred young people attend any 
church. In all Great Britian only a few hundred 
In theological seminaries and Bible schools. For 
Instance, at Edinburgh University, approximately 
half of the students are Americans. 


In church after church only ten to twenty at a 
morning service and four or five at night. On one 


It is be- 


under the floor of your tent a wedge of unbelief. 
jn God’s Word and who wonder why you cannot: 
win souls to Christ, get down on your knees and. 
humbly ask God’s forgiveness and ask His Spirit 

to show you that the Book is His Book and that it 
js all-sufticient, for the needs of your own intellect 


But, the tragic thing we see today is the disinte- — 


corner in the city of Newcastle-on-the-Tyne there 
are four church buildings. One has been turned 
into a cinema, a second into a dance hall, a third 
into a recreational center while the fourth, about 
to be abandoned, recently installed an evangelical 
preacher and has taken on new life and is thronged 
with worshipers. 


During recent months a series of meetings has 
been held in most of the cities of the British Isles 
by an evangelistic team from America*, and many, 
including outstanding leaders in the Church of 
England have proclaimed them the_ greatest 
meetings since the times of Moody. But, while 
thousands have professed conversion and a great 
work has been begun, the most encouraging note 
is that thinking people in Britain recognize that 
without a spiritual revival Britain is finished. 
Dark days had settled on England just before the 
great revival under Whitfield and Wesley. God 
grant that such a revival may come again. 


We in America tasted little of the material 
ravages of war. We are impatient to return to 
the *“‘good times” of abundant living and to have 
peace so we can continue to live in ease. God in 
His mercy has spared us for a time, but God is not 
mocked, and, as surely as His Word is true we too 
will reap the wages of sin which we have sown and 
continue to sow. 


Kipling, in his ‘‘Recessional,” looked with pro- 
phetic eye into the future and saw a nation God 
nad made great and which had in turn forgotten 
God, and he wrote: 


“Far-called, our navies melt away; 

On dune and headland sinks the fire: 
Lo, all our pomp of yesterday 

ls one with Ninevah and Tyre! 
Judge ot the Nations, spare us yet, 

Lest we torget—lest we forget!’ 


The tragedy which is England today is but a pre- 
view ot the tragedy which will be ours tomorrow 
unless we repent. God is a taithful God, one of 
intinite love and mercy, but he is also a consuming 
tire. 

God has promised to forgive and to heal the 
Natlon whiecn coniesses its sins and turns from 
tnose sins. The etftect of sin is wide in its scope, 
as disintegration sets in, but, the specitic sins are 
those OL the heart of tne individuai,— ‘“‘aduitery, 
tornication, uncieanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, 
witencratt, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
strile, seditions, heresies, envyings, murder, drunk- 
enness, revellings and such like,” 


The Church must proclaim the only cure for 
sin, the blood shed on Calvary, or that message 
will not be preached. May God pour out His: 
Spirit on us all and by His power make us His 
evangels to change tragedy to 

*Headed by Rev. Billy Graham and Mr. and 
Mrs. Clitf Barrows, singers. 


Send for free literature on Church Union. Re- 
prints are available on the R. B. Lee article en- 
titled ‘“‘Shall We Liquidate The Southern Presby- 
terian Church?” We will gladly send you as many 
of these as you can profitably use, They will come 
to you free and postpaid. Address: The Secretary, 
yg Continuing Church Committee, Weaverville, 
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The Book Of Judges 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the ninth in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D.,. head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The second book of the prophetical histories 
(the Former Prophets) bears the name Judges. It 
carries on the history of the people from the time 
of the death of Joshua to the rise of Samuel as a 
prophet of the Lord. During this time the people 
were to take possession of the land which had 
been allotted to them by driving out and extermi- 
nating the remaining Canaanites, and to build up 


and establish the theocratic nation. However they 


soon grew weary of their tasks, and often adopted 
friendly terms with the Canaanites and sometimes 
took over their gods. Hence, by way of punish- 
ment they were given over to their enemies. When, 
however, they repented, the Lord raised up judges 
who were saviours and deliverers, upon whom He 
sent His Spirit, and who delivered the people and 
the land from oppression. However, no sooner was 
a judge dead than the people fell back into apos- 
tasy. We see, therefore, in the Book of Judges, a 
period of constant alternation between apostasy 
and its consequent oppression upon the part of 
foes, followed by deliverance under a judge. This 
tragic state of affairs paved the way for the in- 
stitution of prophecy as such under Samuel. 


The Judges, therefore, were not merely civil 
magistrates in the administration of justice and 
the adjudication of disputes, but were primarily 
military deliverers (literally, saviours), endued 
with the power of the Spirit of God, who were 
called upon to deliver and to govern the people in 
times of declension and oppression. 


Analysis Of The Book 
Of Judges 


The Book of Judges falls into three main parts 
which are easily distinguished: 


I. The Introduction 
(1:1 - 2:5) 


a. 1:1. This verse serves as an introduction to 
the entire book in that it presents the proper his- 
torical setting. 

b. 1:2-86. A summary of the existing political 
conditions. For the most part this section presents 
a summary of the conquest of Palestine. 

ce. 2:1-5. The appearance of the Angel of the 
Lord. The people are reproached for breaking the 
covenant with the Lord. | 


II. The Judges Of Israel 
(2:6 - 16:31) 


a. 2:6 - 3:6. A characterization of the religious 
condition of the people. A new generation arose 
(2:10) which knew not the Lord, and which for- 
sook God in order to worship the gods of Canaan. 
As a result of this apostasy, the Lord delivered 
the people into the hands of spoilers, who despoiled 
them (2:14). The grace of God then appeared in 
the raising up of the Judges. ‘“‘Nevertheless, the 
Lord raised up judges, which delivered them out 
of the hand of those that spoiled them” (2:16). 


This would be followed by a relapse into apostasy — 
(2:19). The Lord, therefore, determined to leay| 
in the Jand the nations which Joshua had no 
taken in order thereby to test the people (2:22), 


b. 83:7 - 8:11. The judgeship of Othniel. Othnie, 
the son of Kenaz, delivers Israel from Chushap.| 
Rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia. He secured res| 


for Israel for 40 years. 


¢. 3:12-30, The victory of Ehud over the Moab.} 


ites. Ehud was a Benjamite and lefthanded. The 
oppression under Eglon, king of the Moabites, had 


lasted eighteen years (3:14). After the deliver} 


ance, however, Israel had peace for eighty years 
(3:30). It should be noted that under Othniel and 


Ehud apparently all Israe] rose up against its op} 


pressors. 

d. 3:31. Shamgar, the son of Anath, slew 60) 
Philistines with an ox-goad. He is not called a 
judge, nor is the period of his labors reckoned in 
the chronology. Also, he apparently wrought no 


permanent victory over the enemy. He evidently} 


acted out of deep concern for the welfare of God's 


people, seizing the first weapon that came to hand.f 


e. 4:1 - 5:31. The oppression of Israel by Jabin,f 
the Canaanitish king, and the deliverance obtained} | 


by Deborah and Barak. This glorious victory and 
the defeat of Sisera, Jabin’s general, are described 


in a poetic ode in Chapter 5. This poem is re} 


garded by nearly all schools of thought as being 
very ancient, indeed some go so far as to say that 
it is the earliest piece of writing in the Bible. That 
of course is incorrect, The passage is indeed early, 


having been written, we believe, by the author of} 
the entire Book of Judges. It by no means follows} 
that, since Chapter 5 presents a poetic commen-} 


tary upon the battle against Sisera, Chapter 4, the 
prose account, must be later, and being based 


upon the ode is merely intended as an explanation| 
thereof. For the prose account contains historical} 
details which are not found in the ane and which} 

ing of the} 


are necessary for a proper understan 
song, There is no sufficient reason for doubting 
that the author of Judges composed the historical 
prose account and also included the song of the 
‘Prophetess Deborah. 


It should be noted that in this battle not all } 


Israel was engaged. Reuben and Gilead, Dan and 
peo 2 were the tribes which took no part in the 
conflict. | 


By way of summary it may be remarked that 


Chapters 3-5 present a stage in the attitude of the} 


Lord toward His rebelling people. We may note 


the following: (1) The people are threatened at} 
Bochim -by the Angel of the Lord. () It is said:} 
“The Canaanites shall be as thorns in your sides,f 


und their gods shall be a snare to you” (2:38). 
(3) The oppressions were from without and lasted 


a rather long time. (4) Between each oppression} 
(5). Othnielf 


there were long intervals of peace. 
and Ehud were stirred up by the Spirit of God; 


Barak was summoned to war by the Prophetess§ 


Deborah. 


May 1, 194) 


| 

pi 

4 

T 

pi 

tl 

t 

aj 

it 

ti 

2 

( 

tl 

a 

L 

it 

C. 

la 

| 

T 

p 

fi 

] 

1 

a 

t] 

O 

t 

d 

p 

b 

r 

r 

n 

p 

\ 

| 

li 

l 

a 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 9 


May 1, 1947 


f. 6:1 - 8:35. The work of Gideon. A seven-year 
oppression on the part of the Midianites had been 
particularly severe. They are. defeated, however, 
by Gideon. “The history of Gideon and his family 
is related very fully, because the working of the 
grace and righteousness of the faithful covenant 
God was so obviously displayed therein, that it 
contained a rich treasure of instruction and warn- 
ing for the Church of the Lord in all ages” (Keil). 
This account is distinguished by certain literary 
peculiarities. Some critics think that there are two 
sources employed, or two accounts of Gideon, This 
they base upon such considerations as the fact 
that Gideon is sometimes called by the name Je- 


rubbaal, etc. However, there are not two accounts, 


but one, and the underlying unity of this section 


‘appears when one engages in a careful study of 


its contents. 


g. 9:1-57. The episode of Abimelech. In this sec- 


tion appears the remarkable parable of the trees. 


h. 10:1-5. Tola and Jair serve as judges, ruling 
23 and 22 years respectively. 


Chapters 6:1 - 10:5 form a distinct section. We | 


may: note that again the Lord threatens His peo- 
ple, this time through the medium of a prophet 
(6:7-10). (2) It is said: “I delivered you out of 
the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of 
all that oppressed you; I said unto you, I am the 
Lord your God: fear not the gods of the Amor- 


ites; but ye have not hearkened to my voice” (6: . 


e.f., 6:8-10). (38) The Midianitish oppression 
lasted seven years, and was followed by forty 
vears of rest under Gideon (8:1-3), and under 
Tola and Jair there were apparently five years of 
peace (10:2,3). This period is characterized by the 
fact that serious internal disruption and _ dis- 
organization appears. Ephraim becomes exceed- 
ingly jealous of Gideon and the victorious tribes; 
Succoth and Penuel refuse assistance (8:4-9; 


14-17). It should also be noted that not only did | 


all Israel fight against the foe during this period, 
but not even the entire army of Gideon was per- 
mitted to fight, The Lord wrought victory by the 
hand of only 300 men, that the people might not 


“vaunt themselves against the Lord.” 


i. 10:6 - 12:7. Oppression by the Philistines and 
Ammonites. The deliverance is wrought by Jepthah, 
the son of a harlot. He was invited by the leaders 
of Gilead to be their leader, but assented only on 
the condition that in case of victory, he should so 
continue. He vowed that if victorious, he would 
sacrifice to the Lord the first one who met him. 
This was his daughter. In fulfillment of the vow, 
did he actually sacrifice her or devote her to per- 
petual virginity? There are strong arguments for 
believing that the latter was the case, although 


One cannot be certain. | 


j. 12:8-15. Three judges, Ibzan, Elon and Abdon, 
ruled for seven, ten and eight years respectively. 


k. 18:1 - 16:31. The history of Samson, With 
regard to this third period, i.e. 10:6 - 16:31, we 
may note: (1) The Lord again threatens His peo- 
ple: “Ye have forsaken me and served other gods: 
wherefore I will deliver you no more; go and cry 
unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them de- 
liver you in the time of your tribulation” (10:13, 
14). (2) Internal decay becomes more and more 
apparent. (3) Jephthah was called by the elders 


of Gilead, and Samson was set apart from his 
mother’s womb. 


III. Two Appendices 
(17:1 - 21:25) 


a. 17:1 - 18:31. The episode of Micah the Eph- 
raimite and the Levite who is consecrated priest 
in his house. 


_ b. 19:1 - 21:25. The crime at Gibeah in Ben- 
jamin and its punishment. 


The Authorship Of Judges 


According to Jewish tradition, Samuel was the 
author of Judges, and this view has also found ac- 
ceptance among Christian scholars. On the other 
hand, certain schools of negative criticism find two 
principal documents in the book (J and E) which 
were finally united and edited by a redactor. 


The book, however, gives evidence of great an- 
tiquity. The Jebusites were still living in Jeru- 
salem (1:21); the song of Deborah is acknow- 
ledged by all as being early. All in all, it is prob- 
ably safe to say that the book was composed under 
Divine inspiration during the time of Samuel. 
Whether or no Samuel was the actual author, we 
cannot tell. 


One point of remarkable accuracy must be men- 
tioned. In Judges 20:40 we read: “‘But when the 
flame began to arise up out of the city (i.e., Gi- 
beah), with a pillar of smoke, the Benjaminites 
looked behind them, and, behold, the flame of the 
city ascended up to heaven.” The excavations have 
shown that the first stratum of Gibeah (Tell El- 
Full) was burned just as the Scripture says. 


In the Book of Judges, therefore, we have an 
inspired and historically accurate account of the 
life of the Israelites after their entrance into the 
Land of Promise. The conditions of confusion re- 
vealed by this portion of Scripture make clear the 
need of the people for a king. Yet, in this period 
of confusion and unrest, we see the grace of God 
in sending deliverers to His own, who would save 
the nation from its oppressors. Truly, this book 
caused us to revere and adore the Name of Him 
who shows such mercy to His people. 


A Prayer By John Calvin 


“Grant, Almighty God, that as thou urgest us 
daily to repentance, and each of us is also stung 
with the consciousness of his own sins, O grant, 
that we may not grow stupid in our vices, nor de- 
ceive ourselves with empty flatteries, but that each 
of us may, on the contrary, carefully examine his 
own life, and then with one mouth and heart con- 
fess that we are all guilty, not only of light of- 
fences, but of such as deserve eternal death,,and 
that no other relief remains for us but thine in- 
finite mercy, and that we may so seek to become 
partakers of that grace which has been once of- 
fered to us by thy Son, and is daily offered to us 
by his Gospel, that, relying on him as our Medi- 
ator, we may not cease to entertain hope even in 
the midst of thousand deaths, until we be gath- 
ered into that blessed life, which has been pro- 
cured for us by the blood of thy only Son. Amen,” 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For May 18: The Struggle 
For Social Justice Or God In 
National Affairs 


Scripture: Amos. Devotional Reading: James 


2 :14-26. 


Amos, the herdman, a dresser of sycamore (fig) 
trees, was a layman-preacher: he says he was no 
prophet, or son of a prophet—did not belong to 
the prophetic order. His home was Tekoa, a town 
of Judah, about six miles south of Bethlehem. He 
was called to preach to the Northern Kingdom, 
especially at Bethel, a very famous town on the 
border between Benjamin and Ephraim. When the 
kingdom was divided Jeroboam set up one of his 
calves there and it became a center of idolatry. 
His situation was similar to that of a preacher 
from Richmond, Va., going to Washington, D. C., 
right after the War Between the States, and bring- 
ing a message of condemnation and warning. He 
would have had a “cool’’ reception, to say the 
least. We see this indicated in 7:10-13, where 
Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, tries to intimidate 
the prophet and make him return to his own 
country to “eat bread’ and speak his messages. 


Confronted with such a situation Amos very 
wisely and tactfully starts his preaching with a 
Unique and Telling Introduction: 1 - 2:5. In this 
very effective preface he begins to speak of the 
surrounding nations, starting with those at some 
distance and drawing his net a little closer home 
each time. These peoples were al] either enemies 
or rivals of Israel. His oft-repeated phrase, “For 
three transgressions of—and for four’ divides 
these prophecies from each other. He starts with 
Damascus, passes to Gaza and the whole country 
of the Philistines, then turns to Tyre, and from 
there to Edom, the children of Ammon, Moab, and 
his home country, Judah. He pronounces judgment 
upon each one in turn, and we can imagine the 
interest he aroused, and satisfaction, no doubt, in 
the minds of his listeners. We can almost hear 
them saying to each other: ‘‘This country preacher 
from Judah is certainly ‘giving it to them,’ and 
they deserve it, too.” But their satisfaction is 
short-lived, for he turns now to the real message 
he was sent to deliver: 


A Terrible Indictment of Israel. When we re- 
member the prosperous, but very sinful condition 
of the Northern Kingdom at this time we have the 
background for this severe condemnation. Jero- 
boam II during his long reign of 41 years brought 
his land to its greatest extent and power. The 
abominable social] conditions, and idolatry, however, 
called forth the ministry of both Amos and Hosea. 


He dates his prophecy, “two years before the 
earthquake,” which was evidently a long-remem- 
bered event. 


He begins with his customary phrase, “For three 
transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof,’ and then 
states the reason, “‘because they sold the righteous 


for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes: that 


pant after the dust of the earth on the head of = 


the poor.” 


Their sins are the more heinous and their punish- — 


ment the more severe because of the great things 
God had done for them; destroying the Amorites, 


bringing them up from the land of Egypt, lead- _ 


ing them forty years through the wilderness, bring- 
ing them into the land of their inheritance and 
sending them his prophets, Sin is always worse 
where there has been light and privilege. God 
had already chastened and punished them, but 
with no salutary effect: “Yet ye have not re- 
Pe unto Me,” is the repeated complaint of 
od. 


Their wickedness was further aggravated by 
their attempts to “‘cover up” their sin by offering 
sacrifices and tithes in their sacred places of 
Bethel and Gilgal. It takes more than a cloak of 
religious hypocrisy to cover up sin. Such mockery 
only adds to their condemnation, as it did for the 
Pharisees in Jesus’ day. “I hate. I despise your 
feast days and |] wil] take no delight in your 
solemn assemblies” (Cf. Isaiah, Ch. 1). God: knows 
all about ‘‘your manifold transgressions and your 
mighty sins’’: all is naked and open unto the eves 
of Him with whom we have to deal. 3 

Then, they had no real sense of their sin!” 
Ye that put far away the evil day ... lie upon 
beds of ivory ... eat lambs out of the flock... 
sing idle songs ... drink wine in bowls... anoint 
themselves with chief ointments—but they are not 
grieved for the affliction of Joseph.” It sounds 
very much like Amos is talking to the people of 
America in 1947, does it not? 


As a result of these awful social evils the 
prophet. predicts: A Better Day of Judgment: 
8:10. “The end thereof as a bitter day.’’ Woes are 
coming upon them: wailing in the streets, mourn- 
ing in the highways and on the farms, smiting of 
the houses, going into captivity among the first 
that go captive. These judgments are pictured 
under the figure () of grasshoppers, which was 
turned aside through the prayer of the prophet, 
(2) of fire, which was also prevented, (3) a plumb- 
line, ‘‘Behold I will set a plumbline in the midst of 
my people Israel; I will not pass by them any 
more.” (4) A basket of summer fruit, ‘“‘the end is 
come upon my people Israel; I will not pass by 
them any more.” 


A famine is coming upon the land, not a famine 
of bread, “but of hearing the words of the Lord,” 
‘“‘and they shall wander from sea to sea, and from 
the north even to the east, they shall run to and 
ns to seek the word of the Lord and shall not 
find it.” | 


He will touch the land, and it shall melt, and 
all that dwell therein shall mourn.’’ Behold, the 
eyes of the Lord God are upon the sinful king- 
dom, and I will destroy it from off the face of 
the earth; saving that I will not utterly destroy 
the house of Jacob.” 
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Surely the end will be as a bitter day for Israel. 
What will it be for America? Are we not sowing 
seed that will bear a bitter harvest in the years. 
to come? God is not mocked; for whatsoever a 
nation sows it shall reap, unless it repents. This 
is the verdict of history. 


So, in the midst of these alma and warn- 
ings, the prophet issues a clear: Call to Repent- 


ance: 5:6,8,14,15. “Seek the Lord and ye shall 
live.” ‘Seek good, and not evil, that ye may 
live’ ... ‘Hate the evil and love the good, and 


establish judgment in the gate: it may be that the 
Lord will be gracious unto the remnant of Jose ge ow r 
Here are the marks of a genuine turning to 

a forsaking of their evil way. The pity is, they did 
not turn. 


Their doom came in spite of all that this fearless 
prophet, and many others like him, could do. Are 
we preachers as fearless and as faithful as Amos? 
Is not such preaching needed in America today? 
Have we not, like Israel grown to our greatest ex- 
tent in power and in territory? As we have pros- 
pered, our sins have become greater. No one can 
read and study this book and not feel grieved for 
our land—that is, no one who really loves our 
country. But are our people concerned? ‘Woe 
to them that are at ease in Zion.’”’ Is not a spirit 
of indifference manifest even in the church? 


9:11-15. God's plan and 


A Glorious Promise: 


- purposes are never defeated. Out of the ruins of 


nations and the sins of His own people, God will 
build the walls of Zion. “In that day will I raise up 
the tabernacle of David . . , and I will raise up his 


ruins, and I will build it as the days of old. There 


follows a_ beautiful picture of a “rested land 
filled with His own people.” 


No one can be a pessimist and read his Bible 
and believe it. These prophets paint a dark and 
gloomy picture often of the awful punishment 
meted out to a sinful world. But always there 
is the gleam of ultimate triumph and glory. This 
must be. We cannot think of God as being defeat- 
ed. However mysterious it may be to us, all is 
foreknown and therefore foreordained. God is 
Sovereign, and “foreordains whatsoever comes to 
pass.”” He is never surprised by the events of 
history, This by no means excuses man for his 
sins. We know we are responsible. 


Lesson For May 25: The Fall Of 
The Northern Kingdom 


(Temperance Lesson) 


_ Seripture: II Kings 5:1-15; 15:8 - 17:41; Isaiah 
28:1-4. Devotional Reading: Psalms 1. 


“The way of the ungodly (wicked) shall perish.” 
This is one of the inexorable laws of God. It applies 
both to individuals and to nations. 


It is a sad sight to see a man die: to realize the 
increasing grip of some dread disease; to feel the 
weakening pulse beat; to at last hear the labored 
breathing, and the death rattle in the throat. It is 
heart-breaking for those who love their country to 
see a nation die. This was the experience of many 
of these Old Testament prophets. Some saw the 
beginning of national decay; others, like Jere- 
miah, witnessed the end. These great statesmen- 
prophets loved their native land. The Book of 

mentations is a good illustration of their heart- 


rending grief. 
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In our lesson today we study the downfall of 
the Northern Kingdom: we see how that land was 
betrayed within before it was conquered from 
without: we hear God’s reason why nations perish. 
It is a lesson packed with meaning for our modern 
world. Nations are dying now as they died in the 
days of Israel’s destruction. 


The Healing of Naaman: II Kings 5:1-15. This 
passage is given especially for the children. It has 
its rich lesson for older people as well. It is one of 
the best illustrations in the Bible of how a sinner— 
a moral and spiritual] leper—can be healed and 
cleansed by the Great Physician, Jesus Christ. 


We will turn our attention to the main subject 
for our consideration and discuss it under the fol- 
lowing heads: (1) History of the downfall, (2) 
An explanation of that history, (3) The Temper- 
ance Application. 


History of the Downfall. Let us give a short 
Summary, or Bird’s-eye view of the Northern 
Kingdom. (A fine discussion of this can be ob- 
tained in Halley’ Handbook). 


There were nine dynasties (families of kings) 
in this Kingdom—in contrast to just one—David’s 
—in the Southern Kingdom. These dynasties were 
as follows: Jeroboam. 2; Baasha, 2: Zimri, 1; 
Omri, 4; Jehu. 5; Shallum. 1; Menahem, 2; 
Pekah, 1; Hoshea. 1. In these nine dynasties there 
were 19 kings, totalling 212 years. The average 
reign was 11 years. Eight of these kings met 
death by violence. 


After each one can be written the word, “bad.” 
Omri was “extra bad,’ and Ahab “the worst,” 
while Joram and Jehu might be considered “most- 
lv bad.” and Hoshea ‘“‘not quite as bad.” None of 
these kings departed from the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat who caused Israel] to sin,’® while 
two—Omri and Ahab—introduced and encouraged 
Baal-worship. 


Under Joash and Jeroboam II the kingdom was 
made a real power. They were victorious in war, 
taking al] Syria. ‘“‘The idolatory and abominable 
social conditions called forth the ministry of the 


prophets Amos and Hosea,” and sowed the seed 


for the anarchy and captivity which came swiftly 


after the death of the latter monarch. We fre- 
quently see this in the history of nations: it was 
conspicuous in Solomon’s reign; it recurs here in 
an aggravated form, 


Let us look briefly at the few remaining kings 
of Israel. Zechariah reigned only six months, 
“departed not from the sins of Jeroboam” and 
was assassinated by Shallum—the prophesied 4th 
generation and end of the Jehu dynasty. Shallum 
reigned but one month and was killed by Mena- 
hem, who remained on the throne ten years, and 
inhumanely brutal. Pekahiah reigned two years 
and met death at the hands of Pekah, one of his 
military officers. He invaded Judah. The Southern 
kingdom appealed to Assyria for help and they 
came and “took captive all Israel _ Syria. This 
was the Galilee Captivity.” 


Hosea was placed on the throne by the Assyrian 
king. He “did evil, but not as the kings before 
him.” His kingdom, two-thirds gone, was but a 
shadow of its former self. He paid tribute to 
Assyria, then made a secret alliance with Egypt. 


but 
re- | 
of 
of 
of 
ory 
he | 
ur 
ur 
ws | 
ur 
eS 
on | 
ot | 
ds | 
of | 
t: 
| 
| 
| 
d | 
iS 


Page 12 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


May 1, 1947 


The Assyrians came again, destroyed Samaria, 
and carried the people away. This was the tragic 
end of the Northern Kingdom. 


Before we come to the’ explanation of this 
national tragedy, let us continue the history as 
found in II Kings 17:24-41, where we have the 
origin of the mixed race of Samaritans who figure 
so largely in the days of Christ. The king of 
Assyria brought men from - Babylon and other 
places and settled them in the land of Israel. 
They intermarried with the people left in the 
land. They were attacked by lions and in their 
superstitious fear attributed it to the fact “that 
they knew not the manner of the God of the land.” 
To remedy this they brought ‘‘one of the priests” 
—the priests of the sort that Jeroboam had se- 
lected from the ranks of the people—who was to 
teach them the manner of the God of the land. 
Thus arose the mixed race of Samaritans and the 
mixed worship of that part of the country, for 
“these nations feared the Lord and served their 
graven images, both their children and their chil- 
dren’s children: as did their fathers, so did they 
unto this day.”’ 


Is not this the case today where the pure Gospel 
has been corrupted, where much of the worship 
is a mixture of heathendom and Christianity? 
What about most Roman and Greek Catholic coun- 
tries? Is it not very true in South America? Nor 
is the Protestant Church free from this baneful 
curse. Is not the leaven of Unitarianism just as 
bad, or worse? Is it not true also of those who pre- 
tend to be Christians and let money, or pleasure 
or some other idol usurp the place of God? We, 
today, can fear the Lord, with a sort of super- 
stitutious dread, and serve our own gods as truly 
as the Samaritans. 


God’s Explanation of the Fall: II Kings 17:7-23. 
We might sum it all up in the words of Ezekiel, 
“Iniquity has been our ruin.” This iniquity took 
many forms, and was aggravated by certain facts. 


What were some of its forms? Let us quote 
some phrases used: “‘walked in the statutes of the 
heathen’”’—did secretly those things which were not 
right—built high places—set up images and pillars 
—served idols—rejected His statutes, and His 
covenant—followed vanity—left all the command- 
ments of the Lord—made molten images, even two 
calves—caused their sons and their daughters to 
pass through the fire—sold themselves to do 
evil.”’” Mixed up with these sins against God were 
their terrible sins against their fellowmen which 
we have seen so severely condemned by Amos 
and Hosea, and their drunkenness and debauchery. 


What made these sins especially heinous? (1) 
They had been greatly blessed of God. He had 
brought them out of Egypt with mighty signs and 
wonders, and had given them His revelation and 
a pure form of worship. They were not ignorant. 
They had the Ten Commandments and other laws, 
both moral and ceremonial. (2) God had sent His 
messengers to warn and exhort them to repent. 
These holy and faithful men were continually 
preaching and testifying. (3) He had given them 
many preliminary chastenings. Time and again they 
saw the terrible results of their sin. God had been 
very patient with them through all these years. 


Surely we can draw some lessons for ourselves. 
Our sins in America are made the more inex- 


cusable and horrible by reason of our enlightened 
state. 


The Temperance Application: Isaiah 28:1-4, 
Prophecy precedes history. The statesman, prophet 
warns his people of their impending doom. ‘‘Woc 
to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim 
—the Lord hath a mighty and strong one—as a 
tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood 
of mighty waters—the crown of pride, the drunk. 
ards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under foot.” 


Here we have pictured two of their great sins: 
Drunkenness and Pride. They often go together, 
for they are twin sins. If modern fiction is “‘true 
to life’; then America is surely on a drunken 
spree of mammoth proportions—both men = and 
women. But we do not have to read fiction; the 
facts stare us in the face, and statistics reveal 
the awful increase in the consumption of strong 
drink and in all the crimes and immorality which 
follows in its wake. We are fearful that the crown 
of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim has been 
put on the head of America. ‘‘At the last it biteth 
like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.” ‘The 
way of the wicked shall perish.” 


Miss McGaughey Injured In 
Car Wreck In Texas 


Miss Janie W. McGaughey, Secretary of Wom- 
an’s Work for the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States, was seri- 
ously injured in an automobile accident Thursday 
night (April 10), near Oakwood, Tex. She was 
taken to a hospital -in Palestine, Tex., where she 
will remain several days before being flown to 
Atlanta, Ga. | 


Riding with Dr. David W. Stitt; President of. 


Austin Theological Seminary, Austin, Tex., Miss 
MeGaughey was injured the automobile 
erashed into a truck which entered the highway 
from a side road. She sustained fractures of the 
left shoulder and wrist, and the right kneecap 
and leg, below the knee. Doctor Stitt suffered 
bruises and abrasions, according to information 
received here. 


Mrs. W. Murdock MacLeod, Assistant Secretary 
of Woman’s Work, went to Palestine on Friday 
night by airplane, returning to Atlanta on Mon- 
day. She reported Miss McGaughey as_ showing 
considerable fortitude, and as being as comfortable 
as could be expected. Miss McGaughey is in plaster 
casts. Miss Janie McCutchen, a member of the 
staff of the Committee on Woman’s Work, who 
makes her home with Miss McGaughey here, left 
by plane on Saturday for Palestine, and will re- 
main with Miss McGaughey until she is able to 
make the plane trip back here. : 


Miss McGaughey had been attending Presby- 
terial meetings in Texas, and was en route from 
a meeting in Austin to one in Tyler at the time 


of the accident. She had planned to return to At- 


lanta Saturday morning, April 12. Oakwood is 
about twenty miles west of Palestine. 3 


Miss McGaughey is at Palestine Sanitarium, 
Palestine, Tex. 
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as Shall We Merge With The Northern Church? 


thas By Kenneth S. Keyes 


“ne Let’s Look At The Facts About 
beet | ~The Ministers’ Annuity Plans 


Ministers Annurry Pan 


‘CHURCHS 
MINISTERS CONTRIBUTION 
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ne I am informed that the amounts paid to ministers under the annuity plan in the Northern Church 
ft _ are identical with the amounts paid ministers in our Southern Church. 

e- Yet the ministers in the U.S.A. Church are required to contribute 3 percent of their salaries to the 
Lo | Annuity Fund while the ministers of our Church contribute only 2% percent. 

= | And the Churches in the U.S.A. Church are required to contribute 8 percent of their ministers’ salaries 
a | as compared with 7% percent in our Southern Church. | 

i This additional % percent may not seem large but it represents 20 percent increase in the amount our 


is | ministers must pay—minister receiving $3,000.00 salary pays $75.00 per year in our Church, $90.00 per 
year in the U.S.A, Church. It represents a 6-2/3 percent increase in the amount our Churches must pay. 


l, If we go into the merger our ministers and our Churches will have to pay more for the same 
benefits. 
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May 18: Why Do We Differ? 


The Universal Church is made up of all those 
throughout all the world who believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and those who thus believe have or- 
ganized into churches. There are two. great 
branches of the Universal Churech—the Catholic 
and the Protestant. These names are misleading 
for the Catholic is not the universal church, nor 
is the Protestant made up of those who have a 
negative, protesting message. But for convenience 
these are the identifying names. 


But the Catholic is broken up into at least three 
great families—the Roman Catholic, the Greek 
Orthodox, and smaller groups, such as the Old 
Catholic Church, the Liberal Catholic Church. Pro- 
testantism is broken up into three main families— 
the Reformed (which includes Presbyterians), the 
Lutheran, and the Independent, containing such 
churches as the Baptist. These families are broken 
up into groups that are closely related in view- 
point and practise, though not in organic relation- 
ship. 


All these facts remind us that there is no 
church today that can claim to have existed intact 
from the very beginning, all of us are continually 
seeking to get back to the kind of independent, 
democratic church that we see in the beginning at 
Jerusalem with James at the head. (Acts 15). But 
why do we differ? Before we answer that question 
let’s see how the two great branches of the church 
differ, When we see how we differ from the 
Roman Catholics we may be in better position to 
answer the question, ‘““‘Why do we differ?” 


When seeking to get at some other person’s or 


group’s opinion it is better to quote his own words — 


and not express your own opinion. Let’s then take 
several questions verbatim from “The Catechism 
of Christian Doctrine,” the official catechism of 
the Roman Church, used for instruction of 
Romanists in their own church. Let us then com- 
pare these statements with some from our own 
official ‘“‘Westminster Confession of Faith,’ and 
finally let us place beside these the Bible, for our 
own standards declare that they must be examined 
and considered binding only as they are supported 
by Scripture. 


The Bible 


Roman Catechism: ‘‘Not all truths revealed for 
us by God are found in the Bible; some are found 
only in Divine Tradition.” (Appendix I, Q. XI). 
“By Divine tradition is meant the revealed truths 
taught by Christ and His apostles, which were 
given to the Church only by word of mouth and 
not through the Bible, though they were put in 
ro Kin the Fathers of the Church.” (Appendix 


I, Q. 


Westminster Confession: “The Word of God, 
which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments is the only rule to direct us. 
how we may glorify and enjoy him (God).’’ 
(Shorter Catechism, Q. 2). “‘The Supreme Judge, 
by which all controversies of religion are to be de- 


termined, and all decrees of councils, opinions of 
ancient writers, doctrines of men and _ private 


spirits, are to be examined, and in whose light : 
sentence is to rest, can be no other but the Holy 


Spirit speaking in Scripture.”’ (Ch. I, Par. X). 


The Bible: Second Timothy 3:16-17; First John — 


26-27. 


Christ 


Roman Catechism: “We learn to know, love and 
serve God from Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who 
teaches us through the Catholic Church.” (Q. 5). 


Westminster Confession: ‘“‘There is no _ other 
head of the Church but the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
(Ch. XXV, Par. VI). “To all those for whom 
Christ has purchased redemption, he doth cer 
tuinly and effectually apply and communicate the 
same (salvation); making intercession for them, 
and revealing unto them, in and by the word, the 
mysteries Of salvation; effectually persuading them 
by his Spirit to believe and obey; and governing 
their hearts by his word and spirit.” (Ch. VII, 
Par. VIII). The point of difference here is that 
the church must teach Christ and govern believers 
according to Rome, but according to us Christ 
Himself teaches and governs believers by His Spirit 
using the Word. 


The Bible: Ephesians 2:22-3; Colossians 1:15-18; 
| Timothy 2:5; John 16:12-14. 


The Sacraments 


Roman Catechism: ‘“‘There are seven sacraments: 
Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Eucharist, Penance, 
Extreme Unction, Holy Orders, and Matrimony.” 
(Q. 305). “The sacraments receive their power to 
give grace from God, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ.” (Q. 306). “The sacraménts do give sancti- 
fying grace.” (Q. 307). 


Westminster Confession: ‘“‘The grace which is 
exhibited in or by the sacraments, rightly ,used, is 
not conferred by any power in them; neither doth 
the efficacy of a sacrament depend upon the piéty 
or intention of him that doth administer it; but 
upon the work of the Holy Spirit, and the word 
of institution, which contains, together with a pre- 
cept authorizing the use thereof, a promise of 
benefit worthy of receivers.” (Ch. XXVII, Par. 
Ill). “There be only two sacraments ordained by 
Christ our Lord in the Gospel, that is to say “24 
tism vi the supper of our Lord.” (Ch. xXXVII 
Par. ‘ 


The Bible: In the Old Testament (two) Circum- 
cision and Passover. In the New Testament (two) 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Col. 2:9-13; I Cor. 
5:7-8. 

Worship 


Roman Catechism: “By the first commandment 
we are commanded to offer to God alone the su- 
preme worship that is due Him.” (Q. 199). ‘‘The 
first commandment does not forbid us to honor 
saints in heaven, provided we do not give them the 
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honor that belongs to God alone.” (Q. 214). “We 
can honor the saints: first, by imitating their holy 


lives; second, by praying to them; third, by show- 
ing respect. to their relics and images. ” (Q. 216). 


Westminster Confession: “Religious worship is 
to be given to God, the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost; and to him alone: not to angels, saints, or 
any other cr eature: and since the fall, not without 

a Mediator; nor in the mediation of any other _ 
Christ alone.” (Ch. XXI, Par. II). 


The Bible: John 4:24; Hebrews 10:19-20. 
Why Do We Differ? 


These are but samples. We could go on through 
and see how far different we are in the meaning 


of almost all that we do. Why do we differ? Notice 


the attitude toward the Bible. Rome says that the 


church has a right to add to the Bible doctrines 


not revealed in the Bible but revealed by word of 
mouth to the leaders of the church. The priests of 
Rome can declare doctrines that the church accepts 
regardless of whether they are in the Bible or not. 
We believe the Bible alone is the authoritative 
witness of God. All our doctrines must be found 
there, Rome says that even those found in the 
Bible must be found and declared by priests, we 
say that the Holy Spirit will teach any man with 
an open Bible and an open mind. 


As we look at Rome let us read Revelation 
22:18-19. These words apply first of all to the 
Book of the Revelation, but they apply in a wide 
sense to the completed canon of Scripture. The 
Roman branch of the Church has gone astray by 
adding to the Word of God the opinions of men. 


But let us be sure that we do not become self- 
righteous in our criticism of Rome, for the Pro- 


testant branch of the Church is in danger of being 


guilty of the other side of the warning, taking 
trom the whole Word of God. Many leaders in the 
Protestant Church today are in danger of present- 
ing a shorter Bible, a human Cnrist, a_ social 
Church, and a political Kingdom of God, rather 
than the whole Bible, a supernatural Christ, a 
spiritual Church, and divine kingdom. 


Suggestions 


Using this material and that in Presbyterian 
Youth a panel could be arranged for this program. 
One speaker could preside and ask questions, then 
one could read the Roman answer, another tne 
Westminster answer, and a third could read ws 
Biblical passages. 


May 25: An Explosive Idea 
And It’s Not The ‘A’ Bomb! 


Introduction 


An idea is abroad in the world that may blow 
democracy to smitherines before any ‘A’? Bomb 
ever can. What is it? Listen: 


“The one true church established by Christ is 
the Catholic Church.” (Roman Catechism, Ques- 
tion 152). 


These words express a religious dogma long held 
by Rome, and the world has not yet been torn up 
by it. Surely it means that the Roman Church 
thinks that all of us who are outside the Catholic 
Church are pagans bound for hell, but just be- 
cause they believe it does not make it so. Every 


Do You 


JOIN 


Here's a feature of our Annuity Gift Plan 
that appeals to many people: 


You can make a gift to Foreign Missions in any 
amount from $100.00 up, receive a liberal income 
for life on the money you give’ away, and, in 
addition, specify that at your death this same in- 
come shall be continued in regular payments to 
another designated person as long as he or she 
may live. 


Note, too, the double advantage in all Annuity 
Gifts to Foreign Missions: First, the giver has the 
spiritual satisfaction of making a substantia] do- 
nation to God’s work. Secondly, the giver arranges 
for himself or for someone else a guaranteed, deft 
nite worry-free annuity. 


Other incidental advantages also are obtain- 
able in utilizing this two-way plan of giving 
and receiving. These advantages are set forth 
in detail in two booklets which we will be glad 
to send free on request: “Your Money Does 
Double Duty” and “A Guaranteed Lifetime 
Investment With Mutual Benefits For Yourself 
And Others.” Write for these free booklets 
today. 


CURRY B. HEARN 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
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P. O. Box 330 Nashville (1) Tenn. 
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man has a right to his opinion, so let them think 
what they wish and we will think what we wish. 
If we criticise them for what they believe we are 
accused of being bigoted and intolerant. 


Sounds reasonable, does it not? But let’s see. 
We don’t believe that the Catholic Church is the 
only church and that all churches have a right to 
exist and carry on their program under protection 
of the government. Do they? Sounds like they do. 
Here is what they say. Article II of “The Inter- 
national Declaration of the Rights of Man,” adopt- 
ed in 1929 by the Institute of International Law, 
a Catholic body, reads: “It is the duty of every 
state to recognize for every individual the right to 
free exercise, both public and private, of every 
faith, religion, or belief of which the practise is 
not incompatible with public policy and good 
morals.” That sounds good, just what we demo- 
cratic Americans believe. 


But what is for the common good? Let us quote 
from an encyclical by Pope Leo XIII, quoted by 
W. E. Garrison in “Religion and Civil Liberty.” 
“Sad it is to call to mind how the harmful and 
lamentable rage for innovation which rose to a 
climax in the Sixteenth Century, threw first of all 
into confusion the Christian religion, and next, by 
natural sequence, invaded the precincts of philo- 
sophy, whence it spread to all classes of society. 
From this source, as from a fountain-head burst 
forth all those later tenants of unbridled license 
which, in the midst of the terrible upheavals of the 
last century, were widely conceived and boldly pro- 
claimed as the principles and foundation of that 
new jurisprudence which was not merely previously 
unknown, but was at variance on many points with 
not only the Christian but even with natura] law. 


“‘Among these principles the main one lays down 
that, as all men are alike by race and nature, so 
in like manner all are equal in the control of their 
life; that each one is so far his own master as to 
be in no sense under the rule of any other indi- 
vidual; that each is free to think on every subject 
as he may choose, and to do whatever he may like 
to do. In a society grounded upon such maxims 
all government is nothing more or less than the 
will of the people ... And since the populace is 
declared to contain within itself the spring-head 
of all rights and powers, it follows that the state 
does not consider itself bound by any kind of duty 
toward God. Moreover, it believes that it is not 
obliged to make public confession of any religion; 
or to inquire which of the very many religions is 
the true one; or to prefer one religion to all the 
rest; or to show any form of religion special favor; 
but on the contrary, is bound to grant equal rights 
to every creed, so that public order may not be 
— by any particular form of religious 

elief.”’ 


This statement means in plain English that for 
Romans the Protestant movement is the great per- 
version of history, democracy is but a mischievous 
dream that can not be blessed by God, and no 
government can fulfill its God-given responsibility 
unless it shows special favor to the Roman Church. 
In this we see that what starts off to be simply a 
statement that looks like little more than an ex- 
clusive religious claim follows a logic that will 
undermine all our civil rights and liberties. We 
Protestants believe in religious liberty, but in 


order that liberty may be maintained in religion 


and in other spheres, we must take a stand against 
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all groups that would undermine our civil liberties 
no matter what kind of organization they may be. 
We disagree religiously with the Roman Church, 
but we grant to them the right to worship and be. 
lieve to suit themselves. But when they step over 
into the political arena and start demanding spe- 
cial favor we oppose them on political grounds be. 
cause we stand for the civil rights and liberties of 
free men. Our danger today is not religious intol- 
erance, but we are in danger of civil strife in which 
religious groups must become involved. 


Suggestions 


The topic of this program is the most important | 
you will have this year. We are now again on the 
verge of having to fight for those freedoms for 
which America was established. Use this factual | 
material from Roman documents, have it illus- 
trated by the specific incidents mentioned in Pres- 
byterian Youth. But be very fair in reading from 
the Encyclical. Much that Leo says is true, not be- 
cause his premise is correct, but because so many 
of us who are Protestants have taken freedom of 
religion to be freedom from religion. Our best de- 
fense against this increasing problem is more spir- 
itual enlightenment, deeper spiritual living, and 
more effective soul-winning. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The General Assembly’s Committee on Negro 
Work has opened its office at 36 Hunter Street, 
S.W., Atlanta 3, Ga. 2 


The General Assembly has asked that 3 1-4 
percent of Assembly’s Benevolences be designated 
for this work. Funds from Presbyteries and from 


local churches may be sent to: The Committee 


on ans Work, 36 Hunter Street, S.W., Atlanta 
3, Ga. 


This is a new committee. There are no funds 


left over from last year, It will facilitate its work 


if available funds are forwarded immediately. 


The work of. this Committee is the responsi- 
bility of every member of every church in our 
Assembly. Their prayer and cooperation will as- 


sure its success. . 
Alex. R. Batchelor, Secretary. 


SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 
Abingdon Presbytery 


Jewell Valley, Va.—During the recent winter 
months, Dr. J, E. Flow, of Concord, N. C., has 
been serving as Temporary Supply, the Churches 
of Jewell Valley and Jewell Ridge in Southwest 
Virginia. He is now available, through the re- 
mainder of this calendar year, to hold evangelistic 
meetings anywhere in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church he may be invited to do so. 


Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (U. S.) To The General 
Assembly’s Training School 
For the Month of March: 1947, $6,101.59; 1946, 


$5,245.27, For the Year: 1947, $35,278.99; 1946, 
$29,916.26. | 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman's Calendar 
May 1947 


May 2: Fellowship Day observed by local Council 
of Church Women. 


May 4: Children’s Foreign Mission Day. 

May 4-11: Chrisitan Family Week. 

May 11: Defense Service Council Day. 

Circle topic: Am I Happy? 

Auxiliary Topic: Brothers or Bombs. — 

Annual Birthday Party, Woman’s Auxiliary, 25th 
Anniversary of Birthday Gifts. 

Call to Prayer for the General Assembly conven- 
ing May 29, Montreat, N. C. 


What Will The Birthday Offerin 
For China Do? 3 


By Agnes Richardson* 


Several years ago, our woman’s mission work 
in China received the Birthday Offering. What a 
lift that was to the morale of the missionaries! 
What an opportunity was made possible by all 
those extra dollars! We could reach so many more 
women with the gospel story. We could train so 
many eager young Christian women to be “Bible 
Women,” and evangelists to their own people! 


L well remember that year, for I was the treas- 
urer of the allotment that came to Taichow. Our 
first investment was in securing eight young wom- 
en from one of the Bible Training Schools. Some 
of them’ were graduates we were to try out and 
then possibly engage them permanently—which 
we did. Others were students getting their practice 
year during their three-year course of study. We 
sent these girls out in teams of two, each team 


with an older married woman who acted as their 


chaperone and publicity agent. Dozens of villages 


and many of the large towns were visited by these 


teams and thousands heard the story of Jesus 
for the first time. The girls started “reading 
classes’? with the women, singing for the young 
people, and a story hour for the children, thus 
using every possible method to introduce Jesus to 
the multitudes who were like sheep wtihout a 


shepherd. There were so many people in our field, © 


which covered three average-sized counties, 50 
miles being the most distant point. In this area, 
where we Presbyterians alone worked for the Lord, 
there were three million people! No wonder our 
morale was helped when the Birthday Offering 
made it possible to have eight Bible women in 
addition to the two we already had. 


Oh, if we could have only kept them all. But 
the Birthday Offering lasted just that year, and 
the students had to go back. But somehow or 
other, we did manage to engage the two graduates 
who had come that year. Miss Shing became the 
companion to one of our missionary evangelists. 
She made a great contribution to the spiritual 
life of the nurses at our hospital, and year after 


*Mrs, R. P. Richardson, of Taichow, China, 
and Augusta, Ga. : 


year as she went hither and yon, she carried the 
good news of Christ and His love to many: hun- 
dreds. Miss Tsuei asked to be kept in this area, 
because her old home was 20 miles or so to the 
north. She had become a Christian while in the 
Girl’s School at Kiangyin, where her Buddhist par- 
ents had sent her for a good education, warning 
her not to listen to the Jesus doctrine! But the 
girl could not help hearing the words, and seeing 
the love of Christ as it was lived in the Chris- 
tians, and she became a Christian, defying her par- 
ents! Now she asked to be assigned to the region 
where her parents lived, that she might win them 
to Christ! 


During the years following this Christian in- 
vasion in our country area, we began to reap the 
harvest. We had a Bible Conference for women in 
Taichow, and the women came in for a week’s 
study. Some brought their own straw for fuel, and 
rice for food. Some were sent by contributions 


from their own church members. All came with a 


desire to learn that they might go back and teach 


their friends and relatives. We taught them the 


gospel of Matthew. We also taught them how to 
tell stories to children, how to sing, how to care 
for their homes. Also there were classes in Chris- 
tian doctrine and Old Testament history. We mis- 
sionaries invited them to our homes in the after- 
noon for tea. How well I reeall one dear old bound- 
foot woman walking up the stairs and coming 
face to face with herself in the long mirror. She 
began to speak to the woman she saw in front 
of her! It was the first time she had ever seen 
a full-length view of herself. But how much more 
important it was for her to see herself as Jesus 
saw her, as a sinner needing salvation, as a wom- 


‘an needing His care, and as a human being need- 


ing His love. And she did, all because some women 
in America care enough to give to the Birthday 
Offering that went to China, even into the re- 
motest village, to the humblest woman whose 
soul-was precious in His sight. | 


What will the women of America do this year? 
How much do YOU care? Do you not want your 
love expressed through your gifts so that they 
may touch the rest of those three million who 
were not reached by the other Birthday Offer- 
ing? They are there, waiting, and Jesus is waiting, 
too, waiting for you to care. 


Education For Young China 
By Margaret Sells* 


“Hello!’’— “Yes!”— “Foreign Devil!”— Such 
were the daily greetings along the street in Hang- 
chow last fall. ‘“‘Can this be the attitude of New 
China to America?”’, I asked. 


“Asia for the  Asiatics’’—insiduously—sown 
propaganda of a clever enemy has borne much 
fruit. Though the enemy is gone, his labors, un- 
fortunately, were not vain; and to the returning 
missionary the greatest trial was not the problem 
of inflation, not the denuded mission property; 
not the flimsy framework standing in many places _ 


*Missionary in Hangchow, Che., China. 
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man has a right to his opinion, so let them think 
what they wish and we will think what we wish. 
If we criticise them for what they believe we are 
accused of being bigoted and intolerant. 


Sounds reasonable, does it not? But let’s see. 


We don’t believe that the Catholic Church is the 
only church and that all churches have a right to 
exist and carry on their program under protection 
of the government. Do they? Sounds like they do. 
Here is what they say. Article II of “The Inter- 
national Declaration of the Rights of Man,” adopt- 
ed in 1929 by the Institute of International Law, 
a Catholic body, reads: “It is the duty of every 
state to recognize for every individual the right to 
free exercise, both public and private, of every 
faith, religion, or belief of which the practise is 
not ‘incompatible with public policy and good 
morals.” That sounds good, just what we demo- 
cratic Americans believe. 


But what is for the common good? Let us quote 
from an encyclical by Pope Leo XIII, quoted by 
W. E. Garrison in “Religion and Civil Liberty.”’ 
“Sad it is to call to mind how the harmful and 
lamentable rage for innovation which rose to u 
climax in the Sixteenth Century, threw first of all 
into confusion the Christian religion, and next, by 
natural sequence, invaded the precincts of philo- 
sophy, whence it spread to all classes of society. 
From this source, as from a fountain-head burst 
forth all those later tenants of unbridled license 
which, in the midst of the terrible upheavals of the 
last century, were widely conceived and boldly pro- 
claimed as the principles and foundation of that 
new jurisprudence which was not merely previously 
unknown, but was at variance on many points with 
not only the Christian but even with natural law. 


“‘Among these principles the main one lays down 
that, as all men are alike by race and nature, so 
in like manner all are equal in the control of their 
life; that each one is so far his own master as to 
be in no sense under the rule of any other indi- 
vidual; that each is free to think on every subject 
as he may choose, and to do whatever he may like 
to do. In a society grounded upon such maxims 
all government is nothing more or less than the 
will of the people ... And since the populace is 
declared to contain within itself the spring-head 
of all rights and powers, it follows that the state 
does not consider itself bound by any kind of duty 
toward God. Moreover, it believes that it is not 
obliged to make public confession of any religion; 
or to inquire which of the very many religions is 
the true one; or to prefer one religion to all the 
rest; or to show any form of religion special favor; 
but on the contrary, is bound to grant equal rights 
to every creed, so that public order may not be 
by any particular form of religious 
belief.” 


This statement means in plain English that for 
Romans the Protestant movement is the great. per- 
version of history, democracy is but a mischievous 
dream that can not be blessed by God, and no 
government can fulfill its God-given responsibility 
unless it shows special favor to the Roman Church. 
In this we see that what starts off to be simply a 
statement that looks like little more than an ex- 
clusive religious claim follows a logie that will 
undermine all our civil rights and liberties. We 
Protestants believe in religious liberty, but in 
order that liberty may be maintained in religion 
and in other spheres, we must take a stand against 


all groups that would undermine our civil liberties 
no matter what kind of organization they may be. 
We disagree religiously with the Roman Church, 
but we grant to them the right to worship and be. 
lieve to suit themselves. But when they step over 
into the political arena and start demanding spe- 
cial favor we oppose them on political grounds be. 
cause we stand for the civil rights and liberties of 
free men. Our danger today is not religious intol- 
erance, but we are in danger of civil strife in which 
religious groups must become involved. 


Suggestions 


The topic of this program is the most important | 
you will have this year. We are now again on the | 
verge of having to fight for those freedoms for 
which America was established. Use this factual 
material from Roman documents, have it_ illus- 
trated by the specific incidents mentioned in Pres- 
byterian Youth. But be very fair in reading from 
the Encyclical. Much that Leo says is true, not be- 
cause his premise is correct, but because so many 
of us who are Protestants have taken freedom of 
religion to be freedom from religion. Our best de- 
fense against this increasing problem is more spir- 
itual enlightenment, deeper spiritual living, and 
more effective soul-winning. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The General Assembly’s Committee on Negro 
Work has opened its office at 36 Hunter Street, 
S.W., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


The General Assembly has asked that 3 1-4 
percent of Assembly’s Benevolences be designated 
for this work. Funds from Presbyteries and from 
local churches may be sent to: The Committee 
Work, 36 Hunter Street, S.W., Atlanta 

a 


This is a new committee. There are no funds 
left over from last year, It will facilitate its work: 
if available funds are forwarded immediately. 


The work of this Committee is the responsi- 
bility of every member of every church in our 
Assembly. Their prayer and cooperation will as- 


sure its success. | 
Alex. R. Batchelor, Secretary. 


| SYNOD OF APPALACHIA 
Abingdon Presbytery 


Jewell Valley, Va.—During the recent winter 
months, Dr. J, E. Flow, of ‘Concord, N. C., has 
been serving as Temporary Supply, the Churches 
of Jewell Valley and Jewell Ridge in Southwest 
Virginia. He is now available, through the re- 
mainder of this calendar year, to hold evangelistic 


meetings anywhere in the Southern Presbyterian | 


Church he may be invited to do so. 


Contributions Of The Presbyterian 
Church (U. S.) To The General 
Assembly's Training School 
For the Month of March: 1947, $6,101.59; 1946, 


$5,245.27, For the Year: 1947, $35, 278.99; 1946, 
$29,916.26. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
May 1947 


Muy 2: Fellowship Day observed by local Council 
of Church Women. 


May 4: Children’s Foreign Mission Day. 
May 4-11: Chrisitan Family Week. 

May 11: Defense Service Council Day. 
Circle topic: Am I Happy? 

Auxiliary Topic: Brothers or Bombs. | 
Annual Birthday Party, Woman’s Auxiliary, 25th 
Anniversary of Birthday Gifts. 3 
Call to Prayer for the General Assembly conven- 

ing May 29, Montreat, N. C. 


What Will The Birthday Offering 
For China Do? 


By Agnes Richardson * 


Several years ago, our woman’s mission work 
in China received the Birthday Offering. What a 
lift that was to the morale of the missionaries! 
What an opportunity was made possible by all 


those extra dollars! We could reach so many more 


women with the gospel story. We could train so 
many eager young Christian women to be ‘Bible 
Women,” and evangelists to their own people! 


I well remember that year, for I was the treas- 
urer of the allotment that came to Taichow. Our 
first investment was in securing eight young wom- 
en from one of the Bible Training Schools. Some 
of them were graduates we were to try out and 
then possibly engage them permanently—which 
we did. Others were students getting their practice 
year during their three-year course of study. We 
sent these girls out in teams of two, each team 
with an older married woman who acted as their 
chaperone and publicity agent. Dozens of villages 
and many of the large towns were visited by these 
teams and thousands heard the story of Jesus 
for the first time. The girls started “reading 
classes”? with the women, singing for the young 
people, and a story hour for the children, thus 
using every possible method to introduce Jesus to 
the multitudes who were like sheep wtihout a 
shepherd. There were so many people in our field, 
which covered three average-sized counties, 50 
miles being the most distant point. In this area, 
where we Presbyterians alone worked for the Lord, 
there were three million people! No wonder our 
morale was helped when the Birthday Offering 
made it possible to have eight Bible women in 
addition to the two we already had. ; 


Oh, if we could have only kept them all. But 
the Birthday Offering lasted just that year, and 
the students had to go back. But somehow or 
other, we did manage to engage the two graduates 


who had come that year. Miss Shing became the 


companion to one of our missionary evangelists. 
She made a great contribution to the spiritual 
life of the nurses at our hospital, and year after 


*Mrs, R. P. Richardson, of Taichow, China, 
and Augusta, Ga. 


year as she went hither and yon, she carried the 
good news of Christ and His love to many hun- 
dreds. Miss Tsuei asked to be kept in this area, 
because her old home was 20 miles or so to the 
north, She had beeome a Christian while in the 


~Girl’s School at Kiangyin, where her Buddhist par- 


ents had sent her for a good education, warning 
her not to listen to the Jesus doctrine! But the 
girl could not help hearing the words, and seeing 
the love of Christ as it was lived in the Chris- 
tians, and she became a Christian, defying her par- 
ents! Now she asked to be assigned to the region 
where her parents lived, that she might win them 
to Christ! 


During the years following this Christian in- 
vasion in our country area, we began to reap the 
harvest. We had a Bible Conference for women in 
Taichow, and the women came in for a week’s 
study. Some brought their own straw for fuel, and 
rice for food. Some were sent by contributions 
from their own church members. All came with a 
desire to learn that they might go back and teach 
their friends and relatives. We taught them the 
gospel of Matthew. We also taught them how to 
tell stories to children, how to sing, how to care 
for their homes. Also there were classes in Chris- 
tian doctrine and Old Testament history. We mis-. 
sionaries invited them to our homes in the after- 
noon for tea. How well I recall one dear old bound- 
foot woman walking up the stairs and coming 
face to face with herself in the long mirror. She 
began to speak to the woman she saw in front 
of her! It was the first time she had ever seen 
a full-length view of herself. But how much more 
important it was for her to see herself as Jesus 
saw her, as a sinner needing salvation, as a wom- 


“an needing His care, and as a human being need- 


ing His love. And she did, all because some women 
in America care enough to give to the Birthday 
Offering that went to China, even into the re- 
motest village, to the humblest woman _ whose 
soul was precious in His sight. | 


What will the women of America do this year? 
How much do YOU care? Do you not want your 
love expressed through your gifts so that they 
may touch the rest of those three million whd 
were not reached by the other Birthday Offer- 
ing? They are there, waiting, and Jesus is waiting, 
too, waiting for you to care. 


Education For Young China 
By Margaret Sells* 


“Hello!’’— “Yes!?— “Foreign Devil!”— Such 
were the daily greetings along the street in Hang- 
chow last fall. ‘“‘Can this be the attitude of’ New 
China to America?”, I asked. 


“Asia for the  Asiatics’’—insiduously—sown 
propaganda of a clever enemy has borne much 
fruit. Though the enemy is gone, his labors, un; 
fortunately, were not vain; and to the returning 
missionary the greatest trial was not the problem 
of inflation, not the denuded mission property; 
not the flimsy framework standing in many places 


*Missionary in Hangchow, Che., China. 
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as vivid reminders of bygone days, but—the 
altered attitude toward ‘“foreigners.”’ 


Please note the tense—‘‘was,” because even 
in so short a time this attitude seems somewhat 
to be changing. China has gone through a cata- 
clysmie period during which the country has suf- 
fered an inevitable collapse along many lines; 
economy, education, internal concord. Surely, there 
must be no greater retarder of human progress 
than war! And how quickly the young, as well as 
the old, respond to teaching and environment— 
be it good or bad. | 


The keynote of the war years has been “lack”— . 


lack of money, lack of freedom, lack of teaching, 
lack of ethics. The returning foreigners in this 
city have shared their impressions which have 
been practically identical with those noted here. 


Starting in with classes in our ‘“‘Christian”’ 
school, it was a shock to find discourtesy, cynicism, 
and even a spirit of antagonism. But it has seemed 
little less than a miracle in so short a time to see 
the rudeness changed to courtesy; antagonism 
melted away, and the cynicism changed to actual 
interest in the study of God’s Word. When a poll 
was taken among the students in the upper two 
classes early last September it showed only fifteen 
out of ninety-two making any profession of believ- 
ing the Bible. In another poll made in late October 
many of these non-believing students wrote that 
after a preliminary study of Genesis they believe 
that God created the universe and has a plan 
for man’s life. Even this much progress is gratify- 
ing. 


“Hitler’s Youth’? lacked opportunity for good 
teaching, and we sege all too vividly the results. 
China’s Japanese-dominated youth also lacked cor- 
rect and Christian teaching, so we must be neither 
surprised nor discouraged when we note a break- 
down among those who “lacked.’’ As a missionary 


once overheard one Chinese saying to another: . 


“This doctrine of Christianity is wonderful; it is 
powerful. How it changes lives! — Look at the 
missionaries. What in the world would they be like 
without it!’ 


The Church has continued to grow despite ad- 
verse circumstances. After all, it is founded on a 


Rock so that the “gates of hell’? could not prevail | 


against it. When a few months reveal what changes 
can be wrought by discipline, high ethical require- 
ments, but most of all—Christian instruction, what 
an opportunity our Church has to give the Gospel 
to Young China, Tomorrow’s Leaders! 


All over this great city requests are coming 
for tecahing;—Bible teaching; more requests than 
the limited personnel have time or strength to 
fill. What a challenge our Church has: (1) to 
pray that her representatives on the field “faint 
not’; (2) to give, that they may carry on, not 
ethical training, but regenerative Christian teach- 
ing; and (3) to augment her forces in this land 
while the opportunity is ripe, 


“Read The Bible” 


This year one million people will receive in the 
mail a sheet of Bible Seals from the American 
Bible Society, in its promotion of the 9th annual 
Bible Seal campaign. An intensified program has 


been inaugurated this year necessitated by the 
need for funds to meet the many calls for Scrip- 
~ that press the Society from all parts of the 
world. 3 


‘“‘Read the Bible’ is the slogan adopted for the 
1947 Seals. On the brown background four differ- 
ent designs are shown, the reading of the Bible on 
the farm, in the home, in the factory and in the 
office. The sheets of one hundred Seals are sup- 
plied at one dollar each. And what are some of 
the needs? : 


From the Belgian Congo in Africa come words 
of thanks for the printing of the Gospel of St. 
Luke in Commercial Kikongo. “Our appreciation 
is inexpressible indeed,’’ wrote a missionary to the 
Bible Society. “It has been practically impossible 
to get Scriptures in any language whatever during 
the past year. We will ever be grateful to you 
for this assistance in getting the gospel out and 
4 evangelizing and winning these peoples to 


“In my parish there are more than _ 6,000 
members,’ writes a pastor from Germany, “who 
have been expelled from their native place, Pom- 
mern, by the Polish authorities and are robbed in 
their departure of their last goods and chattels. 


They are being sheltered in iron barracks; they 


have neither a chair nor table; many people have 
arrived without shoes and stockings who used to 
he farmers in good circumstances before they were 
driven out. But many of them come to me with 
the lament that their greatest grief is the loss of 
their Bibles and prayer book by the Poles or the 
Russians. I am thankful that through your pres- 
ent gift I can give at least to some of these friends 
the Book of Books.” 


“Success of our endeavor in reconstruction de- 
pends largely upon the possibility of bringing the 
Gospel back into the homes of our population,” 
writes the secretary of the Bremen Ewvangelical 
Church located in the British Zone. “Therefore 
every Bible has an inestimable value.’’ 


‘!Possibilities Unlimited,” is the way a chaplain 
described tthe opportunities for the Bible Society 
in Japan. To meet this challenge, the Bible Society 
is in the process of publishing 1,500,000 Japanese 
New Testaments and 100,000 whole Bibles, thou- 
sands of which have already reached Japan. It is 
expected that during the year, the original request 
se lg Testaments will be met and ex- 
ceeded. 


These are but a few of the important tasks on 
which the Bible Society is working. Every letter 
that carries a little brown Bible Seal, put there 
by someone who believes, not only in the “Reading | 
of the Bible,’ but in sharing it also, brings the 
goal of the Bible Society that much nearer com- 
pletion. 


—From American Bible Society, 450 Park Ave- 
nue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Foreign Missions Receipts 


Foreign Mission receipts this year, $1,376,- 
932.05; last year, $1,189,435.47; gain, $187,- 
496.58. 
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Which Road and Whither? 


By Vernon W. Patterson 
Charlotte, N. C. oa 


The important thing about a road is its desti- 


nation. All else is secondary. No inducement to 
travel it matters, if it leads to the wrong desti- 
nation. 

This is solemnly true in the Christian and social 
spheres. Notwithstanding the confused thinking 


and the many misleading guideposts in these. 


spheres, careful examination reveals the road and 
its ultimate destination. The truth then becomes 
startling: The “social gospel’? leads to socialism. 
Also, looking further in both directions, it becomes 
clear that liberalism leads to communism. For the 
“social gospel” is the teaching of liberalism. And 
socialism differs from communism, not in prin- 
ciple, but in that socialism hopes to achieve its 
ends by non-violent means, whereas communism 
advocates violence. 


The Social Gospel 


Actually, the ‘‘social gospel,’ when fully de- 
veloped, is socialism. It is not the gospel of Christ. 
For the true gospel teaches the salvation of the 
individual through faith in Christ. The “social 
gospel” teaches the salvation of society through 
social] and economic processes. It moves from an 
emphasis on social injustices through the un- 
scriptural teaching of “the universal Fatherhood 
of God and brotherhood of man” to its goal, 
“the new world order,’ which, to its advocates, 
is “‘the kingdom of God.’’ The falsity of this is evi- 
dent. For Christ said to the ‘Pharisees who re- 
jected His deity, ‘“‘ye are of your father, the devil’’ 
(Jno. 8:44). Spiritually, God was not their Father. 
And Paul says, “Ye are all the children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus.’’* (Gal. 3:26). He also 
says, “The kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost.” (Rom. 14:17). 


Those who hold to the doctrine of individual sal- 
vation through faith in Christ are accused. by the 
liberals of being ‘‘other-worldly-minded’”’ and of 
having no concern for the bodily and social needs 
of men. History abundantly denies this charge. 
For wherever the pure gospel has been preached, 
physical, moral, and social improvements have in- 
evitably followed. Even our system of republican 
government with its free enterprise and social and 
religious freedom is a direct outgrowth of the 
Calvinistic and Wesleyan revivals. 


The real meaning of the “social gospel’’ is clear- 
ly seen in the writings of the late Dr. Walter 
Rauschenbusch, who probably above all others 
is responsible for shaping its modern form and 
winning wide acceptance for it. He says: “The de- 
velopment of what is called ‘Social Christianity’ 
or the ‘Social Gospel’ is a fusion between the 
understanding created by the social sciences and 
the teachings and moral ideals of Christianity.’’** 
He sees society as divided into two fundamental 


“Here, and throughout the article, in the pass- 
ages quoted, italics are supplied by the writer for 
the sake of emphasis. | 

**The Social Principles of Jesus (Association 
pg 1917), Pages 196, 161, 192, 177, 193, and 


classes: “the one born to toil,” the other de- 
veloped by leisure “with its combination of leisure 
and wealth—conditioned on the power of taking 
tribute from the labor of many.” He decries “the 
desire for private property” as “antagonistic to 
public welfare,’ and advocates “the substitution 
of co-operation for predatory methods in indus- 
try.” “The cross,’’ he says, “is a law of social 
progress,’’ and the goal he sets is a “universal hu- 
man fraternity,” “the perfect social order,’’ “the 
Kingdom of God,” as he interprets it. 


Marxism 


These teachings of the ‘“‘social gospel’? are mere- 
ly the principles of Karl Marx, dressed up in 
Christian clothes. This philosophy of Marx, as 
expanded by Engels and Lenin, is the basis of 
socialism and communism. Briefly summarized, 
his teaching is as follows: 


Capitalism, as a result of its system of free 
enterprise and open competition, is decadent and 
must be overthrown to make way for the rule 
of the workers. He bases this upon three as- 
sumptions: *First, his theory of materialism or 
economic determinism. He teaches that all things 
are material. There is no supernatural. Changes in 
economic conditions and means of production ex- 
plain all that man is or does. Second, his theory 
of class struggle. All changes are brought about 
by the struggle of **“the exploited and oppressed 
class—the proletariat against “‘the exploiting and 
ruling class—the bourgeosie.’”’ Third, his theory 
of “surplus value.” He taught that all income 
above what was actually paid to the workers, 


who, he claimed, were the only producers of value, 


was profit or “surplus value,” which justly be- 
longed to the workers who produced it. 


Some of the correlated principles of Marxism 
are the following: The profit motive, the com- 
petitive struggle, and private ownership of prop- 
erty are evil and must be overthrown. The cause 
of war is capitalism and the workers of the world 
are natural enemies of war. There is a solidarity 
and brothernood of mankind that rejects class and — 
race distinctions, and will eventually overthrow 
them. “‘The emancipation of labor is neither a local 
nor a national, but a social problem, which em- | 
braces all countries,” and must be accomplished 
on a world-wide scale. 


The Outline Of The Road 


Thus far the outline of the road is plain: 
liberalism, modernism, the “social gospel,” Marx- 
ism, and ultimately communism. | 


*See Collectivism Challenges Christianity, by 
Vern Paul Kaub, pp. 64, 65; Light and Life Press, 
Winona Lake, Ind. This book is a masterful 
presentation of this whole subject. (**The “Com- 
munist Manifesto.” Encyclopedia Americana under 
Socialism). 
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Now, when it is said that liberalism leads to 
communism, it is not meant that all] liberals 
are Communists any more than it would be true 
that every traveler on a road has already reached 
the destination. Some are misled and sincerely be- 
lieve that they are on another road. Some of these 
will discover their mistake and turn back, Others 
will go only part way and stop. But it is certain 
that the road of liberal theology leads eventually 
to communism. The distance traveled will vary 
with the traveler, but everyone on the road is 
in a dangerous position. Even though some. may 
stop or turn back, they may influence others more 
zealous or aggressive than themselves to go all the 
way to radicalism. 


Socialistic Principles Adopted 


Overwhelming evidence of Marxian principles 
and practice is found on all sides in the statements 
and activities of religious liberals. 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, which is the outstanding spokesman 
of liberalism, formulated in 1932 a Social Creed, 
which since then it has repeatedly emphasized. 
This Creed states: 


“The Churches Should Stand For: 


“1, Practical application of the Christian prin- 
ciple of social wellbeing to the acquisition and use 


of wealth, subordination of speculation and the 


profit motive to the creative and co-operative 
spirit. 
“2. Social planning and sate of the credit and 


monetary systems and the economic processes for 
the common good. 


. . encouragement of co-operatives and 
other organizations among farmers and other 


groups.” 


The New York Times reported on One 17, 
1946, a Declaration of Economic Justice, signed 
by 122 representatives of the three major religious 
faiths. Among the 39 Protestant signers were the 
following: Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam; Dr. Henry 
Sloane Coffin; Prof. J. B. Green, Moderator, Gen- 
eral Assembly, Presbyterian Church, U. S. (South- 
ern); Rev. Cameron P. Hall; Dr. Benjamin E. 
Mays, President Morehouse College (Negro); Dr. 
ser Pope; John Ramsey, and Dean Luther A. 

eigle. 


The document throughout presents the social- 
istic and Marxian viewpoint, as the few following 
statements will show: “‘To make the profit motive 
the guiding principle in economic life is to violate 
the order which God Himself has _ established.” 
“Organized co-operation of the functional eco- 
nomic groups among themselves and with the 
government must be substituted for the rule of 
competition.” “Economic life is meant to be an 
organized and democratic partnership, for the 
general welfare rather than a competitive struggle 
for individual or group advantage.” 


Class Strife Promoted 


While professing to promote eothndiieed: the 
liberals actually stir up strife. Following the Marx- 
ian pattern, the worker is continually represented 
as oppressed and the employer as the oppressor. 
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As the Rev. Mr. Garner, of Washington’s Sixth 
Presbyterian Church, writes: “Through ‘Carillonic - 
Bells,’ we have been able to inspire and refresh 
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hear its music.’ 


This modern electronic carillon has a glowing rich- 
ness of tone, a matchless accuracy and clarity, that 
make it the choice of those who select a carillon 
by the proper gauge—its audible beauty. It can be 
played as a solo instrument or in combination with 
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without additional construction, its cost is surpris- 
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Grievances on the one side are magnified, and 
benefactions on the other are minimized. The sys- 
tem, they say, is wrong; that is, the capitalistic 
system of free enterprise based on the profit mo- 
tive is unchristian. Church members are urged to 
join labor unions and take an active part in the 
deliverance of the oppressed workers. 


Race Bitterness Aroused 


For generations, as a result of the principle of 
social segregation, the races lived together in the 
South in friendliness and harmony with few dis- 
turbances to mar the’ relationship. The negroes’ 
condition was being steadily improved. Racial 
bitterness was rarely seen and encouraging prog- 
ress was being made between the races. But at 
the outbreak of World War II, a group of radical 


leaders of both races in the North took advantage | 


of the war situation to launch a campaign to break 
down the principle of social segregation and to 
promote indiscriminate intermingling of the races. 
The Federal Council and liberal leaders generally 
gave support to this program. 


Race strife was engendered. The negroes were 
pictured as an oppressed and down-trodden race, 
subject to discrimination and injustice on every 
hand. Race legislation was presented to Congress, 
strongly and loudly supported by the Federal 
Council, in such bills as the anti-poll tax bills. 
the anti-lynch law, and Fair Employment Practices 
bill. Bitterness rapidly increased. Soon riots and 
bloodshed began to occur. The liberals plunged 
into these aggressively, only to add more fuel to 
the flames, It will suffice to refer to only one 
shameful case as an example. 


On February 26, 1946, a race riot occurred in 
Columbia, Tenn., in which two negroes were killed 
and eleven other persons, two of them negroes, 
were wounded. The “Committee of 100,” with 
headquarters in New York city, at once sent an 
attorney into Columbia and rushed to defend the 
negroes. It issued inflammatory reports and made 
an appeal to its constituency for $50,000 on the 
hasis of “this orgy of race hatred.” 


The Associated Press report from Nashville. 
Tenn., dated June 14, 1946, tells the official find- 
ings in the case. 


“A Federal grand jury reported today, after a 
two-and-one-half month investigation, that it failed 


to find evidence of civi] rights violations in the_ 
Columbia, Tenn., racial disturbance, and in a vo- 


luminous report, it assailed the ‘avowed Commu- 
nist press,’ and pamphleteers for ‘inflammatory’ 
articles on the affair. 


“The 3,900 word report to Federal Judge Elmer 
D. Davies, much of which was based on evidence 
supplied by FBI investigators, declared that the 
circulation of falsehoods and half truths about the 
Columbia cases was a technique designed to foster 
racial hatred and to array class against class.’’ 


Among the members of the “Committee of 100” 
as listed on their letterhead are the following: Mrs. 
Samuel McCrea Cavert, Henry S. Coffin, John 
Dewey, Harry Emerson Fosdick, John Haynes 
Holmes, Bishop Francis J. McConnell (former 
President of the Federal Council), Reinhold Nie- 
buhr of Union Theological Seminary, New York 
City, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam (recent President 
of the Federal Council), Edwin McNeil] Poteat, 
Norman Thomas, and Ernest Fremont Tittle. 


The attempt to break down social segregation 


, between the races is not only contrary to Chris- 


tianity, but is socialistic and communistic. The 
Scripture usually quoted by the liberal to put a 
Christian label on this Marxian principle is the 
first part of Acts 17:26: “And (God) hath made 
of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on 
all the face of the earth.”’ But they do not quote 
the rest of the verse: “And hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation.’’ God determined these times and set 
these bounds after the flood and at Babel (Gen. 
9:24-27; 10:5-9); and they shall not be removed 
until in the coming glory, God Himself removes 
them for those who have been redeemed by the 
blood of the Lamb ‘out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation.” (Rev. 5:9). There 
are many human customs and barriers between 
the races which may well be examined, but woe to 
him who attempts to destroy the bounds of God’s 
own erecting! | 


The official pronouncement of the Federal 
Council* follows: 


“The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America hereby renounces the pattern of segre- 
gation in race relations as unnecessary and unde- 
sirable and a violation of the Gospel of love and 
human brotherhood. Having taken this action, the 
Federal Council] requests its constituent com- 
munions to do likewise. As proof of their sincerity 
in this renunciation, they will work for a non- 
segregated church and a non-segregated society.” 


The Presbyterian Chureh, USA (Northern), of- 
ficially adopted this position at the meeting of 
its General Assembly at Atlantic City, N. J., 
May, 1946. 


It is perfectly apparent that in ‘a non-segre- 
gated society.”’ social intermingling of the races 
will lead to intermarriage. The liberals recognize 
this, but are not deterred by it, and many openly 
advocate such intermarriage. 


Pacificism And Socialism Advocated 


In harmony with the Marxian pacifism which 
opposes war as caused by capitalism, the Federal 
Council in its Social Creed of 19382 calls upon 
the Churches to stand for: “Repudiation of War, 
drastic reduction of armaments, participation in 
international agencies for the peaceable settlement 
of all controversies; the building of a co-operative 
world order.”’ 


In accord with this position is the Council’s plan 
for peace with Russia as published in the New 
York Times of October 19, 1946. Though the lan- 
guage is vague and veiled, the deeper meaning is 
clear to the thoughtful reader. “Communism,” it 
is stated, “has points of contact with the social 
message of Christianity.”” Our nation should utter- 
ly renounce “the method of intolerance,” by which, 
it is clear from context, force and war are meant. 
We should renounce “the acquisition of new mili- 
tary bases’ far from our borders and close to the 
Soviet Union. 


‘‘Americans must undertake at once the task 
of remedial action within their own borders.” 
“Certain inadequacies of democracy” must be re- 


*Information Service, March 16, 1946. 


| ™ 


May 1, 1947 


placed by the Federal Council’s socialistic program. 


Then it will be seen by all that democracy, not 
dictatorship, “is the higher phase of social de- 
velopment”; and it is “not unreasonable to believe 
that the Soviet leaders would respond to the Amer- 
jean plan and adopt it. This would lead to peace. 


In other words, if our nation will repudiate war, 


disarm, give up our outposts of defense, bought 
with the blood of our sons, and communize our 
social and economic order, conflict with Russia 
may be avoided. 


Pressure Group Activities 


Religious News Service, July 23, 1946, reports: 
“Silver Bay, N. Y.—Not until the Protestant 
churches are willing to function in pressure group 
fashion will they be able to make an impact on the 
social problems of today, Mr. Liston Pope, chair- 
man of the Commission on Industrial Relations of 
the Federal Council of Churches, and Professor of 
Social Ethics at Yale Divinity School, declared 
here in an address before the Silver Bay Con- 
fovea on the Christian Mission in the Postwar 

orld.” 


In keeping with this principle, the Federal 
Council] maintains an office in Washington for the 
purpose of keeping in close touch with govern- 
mental and legislative agencies and bringing: pres- 
sure to bear in favor of socialistic legislation. 


Also Rev. Cameron P. Hall and John G. Ramsey 
have been officially designated by the Federal 
Council as its representatives to co-operate with 
the CIO4PAC in its campaign to organize the 
South. Dr. Hall spoke in a CIO meeting in Con- 
eord, N. C., on September 21, 1946, along with 
CIO organizers in an attempt to organize the 
employees of Cannon Mills, Reports indicate that 
both plan to work through twelve Southern States 
in the interest of CIO. 


Strong protest was aroused in Virginia, manne 
ing to an Associated Press statement of June 11, 
1946, by the appointment by Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam, then President of the Federal Council, of 
Rev. Chas. C. Webber as “chaplain to organized 
labor.’”’ Mr. Webber was at the same time a Meth- 
odist minister and head of the CIO Industrial 
Council of Virginia and President of the State 
CIO Political Action Committee. 


International Activities 


In addition to the world-wide or ecumenical 
church movement, the idea of functioning “in 
pressure group fashion” has been extended to an 
international scope by the organization in Cam- 
bridge, England, August 7-14, 1946, of the “‘Com- 
mission of Churches on International Affairs.” 
This Commission, according to a statement made 
at the time by its Chairman, John Foster Dulles, 
would correspond in ecclesiastical circles to the 
World Federation of Trade Unions in labor circles. 
The Greek Orthodox Catholic Church is repre- 
sented in the membership of the organization. 


Also advances were made to the Roman Catholic 


Church to collaborate with them. The other Ameri- 
can members of the Commission were Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam, Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, of Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, and Dr. John 
R. Cunningham, President of Davidson College. 


A Puzzling Problem) 


Here arises a problem that at first glance 
seems difficult to answer. Seemingly there is a 
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contradiction, Communism is basically atheistic. So 
also is socialism. But here are religious leaders 
presenting socialistic and communistic principles 
as the teachings of Christianity, and claiming the 
authority of Christ for them. How can Christianity 
and socialism be reconciled? 


Actually there is no reconciliation. Socialists 
and Communists openly admit this, though they 
have now come to realize that, for the purpose of 
winning public approval of their cause, they 
have no better friends than the liberal and modern- 
istic theologians, and they frequently co-operate 
with them and encourage their teachings. The true 
attitude of the Socialist toward Christianity, how- 
ever, has been plainly stated and has not changed. 
Karl Marx is the author of the often quoted state- 
ment, “Religion is the opiate of the people.’ Or- 
ganized Socialists of Michigan officially stated in 
1919: “A religious or Christian Socialist is a con- 
tradiction of terms, and the statement that -re- 
ligion is a private matter is a lie.” But still these 
religious leaders loudly proclaim that socialistic 
principles are Christian principles. What is the 
explanation? 


The Satanic Triad Of Doubt 


In some cases they are deceived. Some are sin- 


_ cerely, but blindly, following false teaching. Their 


leaders are “blind leaders of the blind,’”’ and they 
‘‘both shall fall into the ditch’ (Matt. 15:14). 


But in most cases, the answer lies deeper, Most 
of those who take this position are liberals in 
theology. This means that they have come to 
doubt the infallibility and inerrancy of the Scrip- 
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tures. From this beginning, they move easily 
to doubt the virgin birth and the full and unique 
deity of Christ. Then there follows logically doubt 
of the third basic doctrine, the fall of man and his 
utter inability in himself to please God. Like mod- 
ern Sadducees, these doubters, ‘‘do err, not .know- 
ing the Scriptures nor the power of God” (Matt. 
22:29). Doubt leads to denial. And mild liberalism 
develops into open modernism. 


~ Now, Christ said: “I and my Father are one” 
(Jno. 10:30). “No man cometh unto the Father 
but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have 
known my Father also” (Jno. 14:6-7). In John 8, 
in His conflict with the Pharisees, He made it per- 
fectly plain that those who rejected His deity 
rejected the Father also, and knew Him _ not. 
Therefore, there is essentially no real conflict 
between the modernistic theologian and the athe- 
istic Socialist or Communist. For the denial of the 
deity of Christ is the denial of the Father. And 
the denial] of the fallen nature of man is the glori- 
fying and eventual defying of man, which is the 
genius of communism. 


The liberals, however, do not like to have the 
true nature of their teachings pointed out. Though 
they are promoting Marxism, they insist on the 
Christian label. They loudly proclaim their loyalty 
to Christianity, and even profess to oppose com- 
munism. But their practice belies their profession. 
fruits, ve shall know them” (Matt. 
8:20). 


The Satanic Triology 


There is a strange and significant. paralle] be- 


tween the teachings of organic evolution, mod- 
ernism, and socialism. Evolution teaches a con- 
tinuous upward process by means of resident forces, 
leading to the perfect man. Modernism teaches a 


continuous enlightenment of mind by means of 


resident divinity, leading to the perfect God (man 
himself). Socialism teaches a continuous improve- 
ment of society by means of resident unrest among 
the masses, leading to the perfect social order. 
Evolution is the naturalistic explanation of the 
universe. Modernism is the humanistic explanation 
of the Scriptures. Socialism is the materialistic 
explanation of society. 


Progress under evolution is by the struggle of 
the strong against the weak, resulting in *the 
survival of the fittest. Progress under modernism 
is by the struggle of mind against matter, resulting 
in discovering the innate divinity. Progress under 
socialism is by the struggle of class against class, 
resulting in the rise of the masses, 


Evolution is the devil’s delusion applied to bi- 
ology. Modernism is evolution applied to theology. 
Socialism is evolution applied to sociology. All 
three deny the supernatural, and all teach con- 
tinuous progress upward. The consummation of 
the three sees a perfect man, who is himself god, 


*The writer is aware that there are a number 
of theories advanced to explain the cause and con- 
trol of the theory of evolution, such as the ortho- 
genetic, the heterogenetic and the Mendelian 
theories. But none are proved. All are discredited 
by scientists. Reference is here made to the 
theories. But none are proved, All are discredited 
by scientists. Reference is here made to the theory 
that is probably best known and most commonly 
held, Darwin’s theory of Natural Selection. 
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in a perfect society, where there is universal broth- 
erhood, justice, and peace. And all of these without 
God and without Christ! For the supernatural is 
ruled out, and the deity of Chrsit deneid. 


Evolution stresses the unity of nature. Modern- 
ism stresses the brotherhood of man. Socialism 
stresses the solidarity of the reae. All, therefore 
are world-wide or international in scope. So it is 
not surprising to see modernism striving for a 
world-wide or ecumenical church, and _ socialism 
for an international, socialistic State. In the end. 
the two merge into one, the “classless society” of 
socialism and the “kingdom of God” of modern- 
ism. 


Surely this similarity shows a common origin. 
And the very nature of their teachings and their 
contemporaneous advent into history require that 
they must have what they all three deny, a super- 
natural source. But it is certain that this source 
cannot be either the Scriptures or the God of the 
Scriptures. 


The End Of The Road. 


We have traced the road now still further. We 
can see its beginning and its end. It begins with 
Satian, proceeds through evolut#onary teaching 
into liberalism and on, as has been shown, into 
communism and atheism, and finally to eternal 
destruction. 


So strong is the delusion of these days that 
everyone will do well to examine carefully the 
teachings he allows himself to hold and follow. 
For many are deceived and are unconsciously on 
the wrong road. “Strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the way which leadeth unto life.” But there is 
also ‘tthe broad way, that leadeth to destruction” 
(Matt. 7:13-14). The destination is the important 
thing. Let each one ask himself what is the end 
of the way he is going. Could it be possible that he 
is a “fellow-traveler”’ on the broad road leading to 
destruction? Let him make sure, on the contrary, 
that he is a “pilgrim”? on the narrow road leading 
to the “city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10), Christ is the way 


(Jno. 14:16), and His cross the gate (Jno. 10:9,- 
11). Unless one has come as a sinner to that 
cross and in simple faith received Christ as His 
Saviour and Lord, he has not even entered upon 
the narrow road. But committing his life to Christ, 
he finds that “the path of the just is as the 
shining ‘light, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day” (Prov. 4:18). 


} 
™ 


wo 


ao 


VS 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN ‘JOURNAL 


May 1, 1947 


"Tis The Layman Doing It 


By J. Kelly Unger 
West Point, Miss. 


Here is a story from East Mississippi Presby- 
tery. The Bible way for the work of our Christ 
to be accomplished is through men primarily. 
treat is the work that our good women can do, 
excellent is the work youth is to accomplish, BUT 
the largest work, the most far reaching work, the 
superb work, according to the Bible is to be done 


by our men. God in His covenant relationships has 


made His contracts with men. God has put men 


‘at the head of the house. God has seen fit to in all 


the ages call men for His great tasks. And as 
God has made man the head of the house, He also 
calls men to head up the church and its work. It 
is our prayerful belief that things have in our 
beloved church largely been done backward. 
Whereas our ladies have done almost all the work, 
and we appreciate it fully, most of the work should 
have been done by the men. This is not intended 
tu teach that our ladies do not have the finest 
kind of place in the church, but it does mean to 
say that the men have fallen down and almost out 
on this matter. Let me tell you this, if we can win 
our men to the church, the ladies with their chil- 
dren will normally follow. We have stressed win- 
ning youth, and this is fine but the best way to 
win youth is to have their fathers in the church 
and at work. We have said, call on the ladies to do 
it, but the best call to the ladies is through their 
husbands. Get the head of the house and you get 
almost. without exception, the whole house. And 
This Is God’s Way. 

In an exceptional manner, in East Mississippi 
Presbytery, there has been a consistent effort to 
lead the men to a larger service in the kingdom, 
and about three years ago some of the men 
started the idea that we all needed some particular 
work, a work not being done, but a work of great 
importance. We decided that work could most 
worthily be, Radio Broadcasting. It struck the right 
key, and we began over Station WCBI, Colum- 
bus, Miss. The best time we could get was at 8 
A. M, and for 30 minutes. During these years we 
have had the happy experience of not having 
missed a single broadcast (except when our Gen- 
eral Assembly hour is on), and as a minister I 
want to testify that some of the best and most 


‘helpful services have been- put on by the laymen. 


We know the sick, the lonely, the isolated, the 
rich and poor, the negroes, the blind and deaf, 
have all had God brought into their presence 
with these services, and for it all we give Him 
the glory. Our method has been for the speaker 
to take to the studio the choir of the church he is 
a member of, and there for 30 minutes they take 
to the air. In the minds of us all there has grown 
the thought that we should enlarge our efforts 
and thus we are now able to announce that for 
over a year we have had a hook-up with WELO 
at Tupelo, and last Sunday week we began another 
enlargement over KMOX, Meridian. Our infor- 
mation is that over these three stations we are 


speaking to a potential congregation of about a> 


million people. But this is not enough, and we 
have already gone to Jackson, Miss. where a 
Presbyterian Elder is already erecting a station, 
and we have an understanding with him that we 
will go on his station in a hookup. When we do, 
we will not lack much of covering the whole State 
of Miss. and in the three stations we are now on 
we leap over into Alabama for many miles. 


CHOIR GOWNS - VESTMENTS 
is PULPIT ROBES - HANGINGS 
ASTOLES EMBROIDERIES 


CHURCH GOODS 


CATALOG SUPPLY COMPANY 
ON REQUEST RCH STREET. PHILADELPHIA 7 PA 


Our Presbytery has a Radio Committee that 
has done excellent work, but 1 must mention by 
name three laymen who have ¢arried the burden 
and kept us all on our toes. The first Chairman 
of the Committee was Tom Veitch of Starkville, 
Miss. Though it was new to him, just like him 
when anything is to be done for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, he does it. The first Treasurer was Mr. 
B. G. Hazard of Columbus, and he still occupies 
that important position, He has kept us paid up, 
and all are glad to have a little slip from him 
telling us how we stand. We are ready to send 
him our cash, when he calls for it. The present 
Chairman is Ed Edens, and as his custom is, he 
goes into the Lord’s work not only on the Sabbath 
Day but every day. Men like these laymen are . 


_the very heart of our church. They are absolutely 


necessary. They are men of capacity and of their 
natural] talents they dedicate them to His cause. 
This is all we need for today. No men anywhere 
have received as much of ability, force, talents, | 
and leadership, as have our American men, and > 
if they can be led to see that their abilities are 
for a spiritual purpose, they can lead the world 
to the foot of the cross. Again, I say, God cove- 
nants with MEN. 


Our beloved Presbyterian Church has left to 
other denominations the fine work that hospitals 
do. You will have to go 750 miles in every di- 
rection from where I am now to find a Presby- 
terian Hospital. We have not furnished the kindly 
hands of nurses to give comfort to the sick. What 
a pity, what a crime. We have left largely to 
others the vast spaces of the country areas, and 
today we suffer for it. What weak little groups 
belong to us in the towns, what a pity, what a 
crime,! NOW, from this start, we have another 
chance, the chance to reach the multitudes with 
the radio. Will we: again miss out and be ashamed? 
NO. We shall not in East Miss, Presbytery, and it 
is because we have LAYMEN, with a vision. 


’Tis The Laymen Doing It. And ’Tis God’s Way 
For It To Be Done. 
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Thoughts From Isaiah 
(Chapter V) 


In this tek the Lord speaks about His Vine- 
yard. This is an earthly song with a heavenly 
meaning and a deep spiritual application. It is one 
of the very few parables in the Old Testament. 


“My well-beloved hath a vineyard.” There is 
first of all his goodness and care for his vineyard. 
He had done everything that could be done. He 
had a right to expect fruit: that was why he had 
planted the vineyard: that is what everyone ax- 
pects of a vineyard, orchard, or grain field. His 
disappointment was great; there was nothing but 
wild grapes, although he had planted ‘“‘the choicest 
vine.” There was but one thing to do—destroy 
his vineyard. a 


The application to Israel is apparent: “For the 
vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel,’”’ ‘“‘And 
the men of Judah are his cherished plantation; He 
Looked for justice, but lo! bloodshed, For right- 
eousness, but lo! a ecry.’’ God had indeed been good 
to Israel. What more could He have done? He 
certainly had a right to expect fruit—fruit of the 
choicest sort. But He was finding nothing but 
‘‘wild grapes.”’ These ‘‘wild grapes’ are more fully 
described and discussed in the balance of the chap- 
ter. What a list we have! They were covetous, 
drunken, sinning in a “big way,” mocking God, 
calling evil good, and good evil, wise in their own 
eyes. His judgment was coming upon them; swift, 
sure, terrible. 


The application to us is two-fold: It applies to 
us as a Nation; it also is written for our individual 
lives. 


God has been good to America: no one who 
reads history can doubt it. He planted this coun- 
try with “‘the choicest vine.’’ Many of the best peo- 
ple of Europe were transplanted on our shores. He 
protected those who came and enabled them to 
conquer the wilderness and build their homes. Our 
material blessings have been countless, our spiritual 
blessings even greater. We have had His Word; 
we have had great preachers and teachers; we 
have had wonderful manifestations of His power 
in great Revivals, led by some of the world’s great- 
est Evangelists. We have been saved from our 
enemies and made victorious in every war. 


He has a right to expect fruit—the best of fruit: 
that our nation should lead the world in righteous- 
ness, 


What is He finding? Wild Grapes in abundance! 
Our sins exceed the sins of Israel and Judah, both 
in variety and in  heinousness. Covetousness 
abounds; Drunkenness is everywhere! Crime, crime 
among the young, is increasing by leaps and 
bounds; our women are vieing with the men in 
drinking and debauchery; our homes are broken up 
by divorce; God is mocked; sin on a big scale— 
Drawn with a cartrope. 


God has been good to us individually. We have 
had thousands of personal and peculiar blessings. 
Has the goodness of God brought us to repentance? 
Is our gratitude to Him making us live more for 
His glory? 


There is one difference between a vineyard and 
a Nation or Individual: a vineyard cannot repent 
—jJudgment, destruction, is the only remedy for 
a vineyard of “wild grapes’; but a Nation can 
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Resolutions 


Adopted By Ministers Of Those Churches 
Which Had Participated In The Atlanta 
School Of Evangelism 


In the planning and conduct of the Atlanta 
School of Evangelism many of us have had our 
assignments of special tasks and functions. In 
most cases these duties have been light; and in 


every case, because the school was a project in 


which our own churches shared, they were our 
proper responsibilities, In addition to the faith- 


ful work of each local pastor, we count it a happy. 


Providence that it was possible for Dr. 
Thompson :to take part in the work. From his rich 
background as Field Director of Evangelism for 
the Assembly he brought to us a wealth of ex- 
perience and inspiration. 


But throughout the entire season there was 
one, Rev. Cecil A. Thompson, who at our re- 
quest assumed the responsibility of co-ordinating 
and directing the campaign. It has been for him 
not the performance of proper duty, but a glad 
labor of love and zeal. 


Now forasmuch as any careful appraisal of the 
School must certainly indicate that in a large 
measure its rich fruitfulness was due to the 
vision, the genius for promotion, the unflagging 
labor and the contagious enthusiasm of this one 
who has served as our General Chairman; be it 
therefore resolved by this body of ministers: 


1. That we do gladly acknowledge our sense of 
indebtedness to the Rev. Cecil A. Thompson for 
his fine leadership during the whole enterprise, 
for his vision that has enlarged and extended 
the influence of the school, for his diligence in 
the handling of all the multitude of details which 
contributed to the success of the whole under- 


taking; and that we here record our sense of 


gratitude to him for this rich fellowship in the 
Gospel. 


2. That we express by this resolution our appreci- 
ation to Columbia Theological Seminary for so re- 
leasing Mr. Thompson from other duties as to 
make possible his leadership of this campaign 
of evangelism. 


3. That we commend to the prayers of all our 
people this new Department of Evangelism in Co- 
lumbia Seminary and its Director; that we invite 
our people to keep themselves acquainted with 
this program of training and activities being in- 
augurated among the students of our Seminary; 
and urge that—as opportunity may present—our 
local churches give support and co-operation to 
this program. 


repent, a sinner can turn from sin, and there is 


hope for both a nation and a person that repents.. 


Will we repent? eat ye repent ye shall all 
likewise perish.” | —J.K.P. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Rules Of Order And Procedure For The Con- 
duct Of Public Meetings. Compiled by W. H. 
Fuller. Published by the Associated Press, 347 
Madison Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. Price 25 
eents. A hand-book designed to give a concise 
statement of basic rules and procedure for the 
-onduct of public meetings. It follows a system of 
parliamentary law_ practiced generally by various 
types of organizations. 


A Devotional Interpretation Of Familiar Hymns. 
By Earl E, Brock. Published by Fleming H. Re- 
vell Company, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Price $1.25. A different and significant book on 
hymnology which will have a wide usefulness for 
devotional services and worship programs. The 
author is a returned missionary from Assem where 
he labored for many years. A good book for pas- 
tors, teachers, and choir directors. 


Christ In Far Countries. By Esther Miller Pay- 
ler. Published by the Standard Publishing Com- 
pany, Cincinnati, Ohio. Price $1.75. Twenty mis- 
sionary stories that dramatize the effect of Christ’s 
influence in far countries from the frozen north 
land to the wilds of Borneo; from the Pampas of 
Argentine to the land of turbulent India. These 
missionary stories are for juniors. They are sug- 


gestive for junior teachers and helpful for juniors 


themselves. 


Four Hundred And Fifty Stories From Life. 
Compiled by Leonard Rush Jenkins. Published by 
the Judson Press, 1701 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Penn, Price $2.50. Dr. Jenkins has com- 


piled and edited 450 stories from life at the re-- 


quest of many people who have wanted to have 
an anthology of pointed illustrations on a wide 
variety of themes. More than four hundred Bible 
verses are illustrated, and a special section of the 
book is devoted to 66 remarkable stories from the 
mission field. Pastors, Sunday School Superinten- 
dents, and teachers will gain fresh insight for 
the work by the material offered in this book. 


A Soldier’s Daughter. By C. L. Wind. Published 
by the Concordia Publishing House, 558 S. Jeffer- 
son Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price $1.00. A helpful 
hook for juniors. : 


Sing A New Song. Compiled by Charles F. 
Weigle and Gladys B. Mueller. Published by the 
Van Kampen Press, 542 S, Dearborn Street, Chi- 
eago 5, Ill. Price 60c. A companion book to “I 
Sing Of Thee.” An addition to the Harmony 
Series. New lyrics and melodies to bring inspira- 
tion and blessing to many. 


Queer Creatures On And Under The Ground. 
By Walter L. Wilson, M.D. Published by the Van 
Kampen Press, 542 South Dearborn Street, Chicago 
I, Ill. Price 50c. Stories for children dealing with 
Biblical subjects. 


Singing I Go. Arranged by Beverly Shea. Pub- 
lished by the Van Kampen Press, 542 South Dear- 
born Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price 50c. A selection 
of favorite songs heard by millions in the United 
States sung by Beverly Shea. 


Only Believe, Published by the Concordai Pub- 
lishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. 
Louis, Mo. Price 5c. Daily Devotions—practical 
and uplifting. 
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The Healing Hand Of God. By Alfred Doerff- 
ler. Published by the Concordia Publishing House, 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. 25c 
per set. Meditations and prayers for the sick. Six- 
teen individual folders. | 


The Organization Of The Presbyterian Youth 
Fellowship. Published by the John Knox Press, 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. Price, 50c. For seniors 
and young people. New organizational plan for 
Presbyterian youth, 


My Vineyard. By Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann. 
Published by the Concordia Publishing House, 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis 18, Mo. 
Price $1.75. A novel transporting the reader to 
the Holy Land that presents the transforming in- 
ee of Christ on both individuals and the 
amily. 


How To Study The Revelation. By Joseph M. 
Gettys. Published by the John Knox Press, Box 
1176, Reihmond 9, Va. Price $1.00. The second 
in a series of study guides designed to help peo- 
ple in the Church to enjoy studying the Bible. 
It seeks to encourage the reader to make dis- 
coveries for himself. 


Revival Choir. By J. Stratton Shufelt, Published 
by the Van Kampen Press, 542 South Dearborn 
Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price $.75. Songs selected by 
—— Director Suhfelt. Many favorites in this se- 
ection. 


No Room In The Inn. By William M. Lessel. 
Published by the Van Kampen Press, 542 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price 35¢c. A 
Christmas play in three scenes. 


A Life For The Congo. By Julia Lake Kellers- 
berger. Published by Fleming H. Revell Company, 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price $2.00. 
The story of Althea Brown Edmiston. Mrs. Kell- 
ersberger tells the fascinating story of the south- 
ern negro removed only one generation from 
slavery who left a Mississippi plantation to devote 
her life to carrying the Gospel to the people of 
Africa. All who have read Mrs. Kellersberger’s 
books will know that it is well done. 


Waterbrooks. By Frances Brook. Published by 
the Van Kampen Press, 542 South Dearborn 
Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price 25c. Musings from 
the Psalms—33-64. 


Trinities Of Calvary. By Roy L. Laurin. Pub- 
lished by the Van Kampen Press, 542 South Dear- 
born Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price 35c, A devotion- . 
al booklet dealing with the Crucifixion of our 
Lord. 


Deep Is The Furrow. By Ken Anderson. Pub- 
lished by Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $3.00, The author is widely 
known among evangelical circles and his novels 
have met with popular approval. He is managing 
editor of the Youth for Christ magazine. This 
novel has a strong Gospel emphasis. ; 


Precious Poems. Compiled by Clifford Lewis. 
Published by the Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. Author Lewis 
presents to the reading public in this volume 235 
poems that are topically arranged and wisely se- 


lected. While most of these poems are for adults, 


there is an interesting children’s section that 
will appeal to the junior members of hte house- 
hold. 
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In Praise Of Mothers, By J. Harold Gwynne. 
Published by William B. Eerdman’s Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.00. A 
book of poems with Mother as its subject. The 
poems deal with Mother Love, Influence, Work, 
Prayers, Sacrifice, Care, and Reward. A _ large 
source of material for the observance of Mother’s 
Day. 


Two Hundred Selected Illustrations. By Stuart 
P. Garver. Publsihed by William B. Eerdman’s 
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
50c. A selection of illustrations designed to aid the 
mind in retaining truth. These have been selected 
from the writings of the world’s foremost preach- 
ers. They illuminate 36 topics. 


Life At Its Best. By Roy L, Laurin. Published 
by the Van Kampen Press, 542 South Dearborn 
Street, Chicago 5, Ill. Price $2.00. An exposition 
of the First Epistle of John. It is recommended 
for both study and devotional purposes. It deals 
in a magnificent way with the Word of “Life.” 


The Millenium In The Church. By Professor 
D. H. Kromminga. Published by William B. Eerd- 
man’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $3.00. A scholarly history of the doctrine of 
the millenium. It deals with the millenium idea 
from the primitive days of the Church to modern 
times. The author offers a detailed analysis of 
the Apocalypse, He states that old fashioned pre- 
millenialism differed radically from our modern 
dispensationalism. A book that will give an under- 
standing of the historical background of the mil- 
lenial doctrines. | 


The Power Of The Cross. Ky Herman Hoek- 
sema. Published by William B. Eerdman’s Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 
Various aspects of ‘“‘The Power of the Cross” as 
the Power of God unto salvation are discussed 
in these chapters. An exposition of God’s own 
revelation in the Holy Scriptures concerning the 
Cross of Christ. 


The Music Of Life. By G. Campbell Morgan. 
Published by Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 
Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price $1.00, A 
lecture delivered by Dr. Morgan fifty-seven years 
ago at Westminster Chapel in London. He takes 
seven standard musical directions and matches 
them with Shakespeare’s ‘“‘Seven Ages of Man” and 
then he dresses the ‘‘ages’’ in new clothes of a 
more Christian pattern. 


Mary Slessor. By Basil Miller. Published by 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $1.25. An intensely interesting story of the 
young Scottish girl, Mary Slessor. It depicts in a 
thrilling manner the remarkable courage of this 
Christian missionary to Calibar. One of the best 
missionary stories for young nad old. 


My Happy Birthday Book. By William Lessel 
and Frank Warren. Published by the Moody Press, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. Price $1.50. A 
book planned for the development of the child’s 
spiritual] nature as well as a source of pleasure. 
The child is encouraged to think more of others 
than of himself. 


God Loves Me. By Eileen M. Fleeton and Frank 
E. Warren. Published: by the Moody Press, 153 
Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. Price 60c. A book 
for small children emphasizing God’s care for all 
His creatures. 


153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. Price $2.00. 
Contrary to the popular belief that evangelistic 
preaching must be based on New Testament texts, 
Dr. Whitesell points out suggestions both theo- 
logical and practical that the Old Testament 
abounds in material suitable for an effective sou] 
winning ministry, It should lead the reader to a 
wider use of the Old Testament, especially in 
evangelistic preaching. This book is especially good 
for young preachers who are forming life habits 
in preaching. 


Not My Will. By Francena H. Arnold. Pub- 
lished by the Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago, Ill. Price $2.50. A book of Christian fic- 


tion written by a mother of four and wife of. 
an active layman. It is of high quality. It is a. 


story showing the need of faith and the power of 
faith. It is written primarily for young Christians 
but will be profitable for all ages. 


The Believer Priest And The Tabernacle Furni- 
ture. By Harold B. Street. Published by the Moody 
Press, 1&8 Institute Place, Chicago, Il. Price 
$1.50. A study of typology. The furnishings of 
the Taberna_le are illustrated by the progression 
of Christian experiences. The author is a former 
missionary to “thiopia, and has spent much time 
in the interpretation of the Tabernacle portrayed 
in the Old Testament under the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit. 


The Bible Book By Book. By Dr. J. D. Tidwell. 
Published by William B. Eerdman’s Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.75. A 
concise and sound guide to a first-hand study of 
the background messages and writers of the Bible. 
It is suitable for a text-book in secondary schools, 
colleges, and Bible classes as well as individual 
study and reference work. 


Acts Of The Apostles. By J. C. Macaulay, Pub- 
lished by William B. Eerdman’s Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. A de- 
votional commentary on the Acts of the Apostles 
by the distinguished pastor of the Wheaton Bible 
Church. It is a commentary that is easy to read 
and follow. It has a fine combination of exegesis 
and devotional structure. Every Christian who 
reads this volume will be moved to become a better 
witness for Christ. 


Hebrews In The Greek New Testament. By Ken- 
neth S. Wuest. Published by William B. Eerdman’s 
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
$2.50, A detailed exposition of the Greek text for 
the English reader. It is non-technical in nature 
and intended for the student who has little or no 
knowledge of Greek. The Letter to the Hebrews 
is first analyzed and then exegeted. A good addi- 
tion to any Christian’s library. 


Object Lessons For Youth. By Clyde C. Fou- 
shee. Published by the Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. Believing 


_- that education must become visual in one way or 


another before it can become effective, the author 
has constructed a number of object. lessons as a 
vehicle for teaching Christian truth to youth. It is 
estimated that about 85 per cent of our knowledge 
is acquired through the eye gate and therefore 
object lessons afford a helpful approach in the in- 
struction of youth. Mr. Foushee states that for ten 
years he has preached an object sermon each Sun- 


Evangelistic Preaching In The Old Testament, | 
By Faris Whitesell. Published by Moody Press, 
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day morning as a part of the regular Sunday 
morning service. From his experience he believes 
that it produces good results. 7 


There are fifty-four object lessons in this little 
hook designed to interest young people, and they 
deal with important subjects. Among the more 
suggestive subjects are, Lifting Power, The Power 
of the Cross, How Sin Is Removed, On Fire. For 
Christ, What Satan Offers, Bad Company, etc. 
This book will be helpful to adult leaders of young 
people and should interest ages ranging from. the 
junior through the intermediate departments. 

—John R. Richardson. 


A Commentary Of The Old And New Testa- 
ments. 
Published by William B. Eerdman’s Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids 3, Mich. Price 
$30.00. The complete unabridged Commentary On 
The Old And New Testaments by Jamieson, Faus- 
set, and Brown has been out of print for some 
years. The abridged one-volume edition has failed 
to do justice to this great work. Eerdman’s Pub- 
lishing Company has now made it possible for us 
to. have this work in six well bound volumes. Dr. 
Wilbur M, Smith has _ provided 
sketch to this new edition. Dr. Smith reminds us 
that this work was printed in Great Britain eighty 
years ago and therefore our generation should 
be acquainted with some of the elemental facts 
in regard to the scholarship and convictions of 
these commentators. Dr. Jamieson wrote the first 
two volumes, the Pentateuch of 750 pages and Job 
to Esther, 650 pages, or about 33 per cent of the 
entire work. 


The brilliant scholar, Andrew Robert Fausset, 
was a prolific writer, and his contribution to this 
commentary runs from Job to Malachi in the 
Old Testament and from 1 Corinthians to Revela- 
tion in the New Testament. He produced — 
mately one half of the entire work. 


Principal David Brown who served as Profes- 
sor of Apologetics and Exegesis in the Free Church 
College of Aberdeen for thirty years with both 
honor and brilliance wrote the Gospels, Acts and 
Romans which constitute about twenty per cent 


of the entire work. Dr. Smith makes the state- 


ment that some have felt that Brown’s work was 
the most important part of all. 


Many of our greatest Christian preachers dur- 
ing the past two generations have found illumina- 
tion from the pages of this commentary. Spurgeon 
was one of them. In 1876 he paid the following 
tribute to this work: “It contains so great a va- 
riety of information that if a man had no other 
exposition he would find himself at no oo loss 
if he possessed and used it diligently. - | 


- We know of no other commentary that can be 
recommended on the whole Bible that is better 
suited to the needs of the average minister or 
the average layman. It is written from the con- 
servative standpoint and it is not contaminated 
by rationalistic higher criticism. If there is a better 
commentary on the entire Bible we have not seen 
it. We concur in Dr. Wilbur Smith’s belief that 


“one of the best things a young minister can do. 


is to set himself to the task of reading one hour 
a day-in this great work until he has reached 
the last page.” —John R. Richardson. 


Worship God. By Orene Mcllwain. Published 
by John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price $1.50. 
Transformed by Idalee Wolf Vonk. Published by 


By Jamieson-Fausset & Brown. In Six Vol- - 
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the Standard Publsihing Company, Cincinnati 3, 
Ohio. Price $1.75. 


Services For The Open. Arranged by Laura L. 
L. Mattoon and Helen D. Bragdon. Published by 
the Association Press, 347 Madison Avenue, New 
York 17, N. Y. Price $2.80. 

Worship God purports to be a guide to genuine- 
ness in worship, It is a worthwhile contribution to 
this laudable end. It is written from a practical 
point of view to meet the needs of the average 
Christian who seeks fellowship with God mediated 
by Christ through the experience of worship. Miss 
MeclIlwain discusses such important subjects as The 
Purpose of Worship, In Search of Genuineness, 
When Prayer Becomes Real, Christianity Songs, 
Worship in the Home, and Streams of Vitality. 
Throughout the book there is an insistence that all 
genuine worship must seek to make God real and 
help satisfy man’s yearning for God. The supple- 
ment to this book contains much source material 
as an adjunct to worship. It includes bits of poetry, 
stories, and verses of Scripture. All who lead wor- 
ship either in the sanctuary or the church school 
will find this volume stimulating. 


Transformed consists of twenty-four worship 
and expression programs for young people and 
adults. It is a fine example of how our best pro- 
grams are based on chapters from the Bible. Each 
program is divided into two parts, the first for 
worship and the second for expression. Included 
in the expressional service are thoughts for dis- 
cussion to be developed by the group. These 
thoughts are stated positively and are germinal in 
form. Any of these programs may be easily adapt- 
ed to young people’s groups. 


Services For The Open contains worship ma- 
terials, hymns, responsive readings and liturgies 
for the out of doors, It is designed for summer 
conferences, camps, and weekened retreats. Such 
a volume may serve a useful purpose provided it 
is used with caution. Young people should be con- 
stantly reminded that the kingdom of nature is 


not synonymous with the Kingdom of God. 


—John R. Richardson. 


Jesus Christ Our Ransom 

‘He gave his Son a ransom for us—the holy for 
transgressors; ‘the innocent for the guilty; the just 
for the unjust; the incorruptible for the corrupt; 
the immortal for mortals. For what else could hide 
or cover our sins but his righteousness? In whom 
else could we wicked and ungodly ones be justified, 
or esteemed righteous, but in the Son of God 
alone? O sweet permutation, or change! O un- 
searchable work, or curious operation! O blessed 
beneficence, exceeding all expectation! that the 
iniquity of many should be hid in one just one, 
and the righteousness of one should justify many 
Martyr. 
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Just Outside The City Wall 
By J. B. Hacker 


Chattanooga . Tennessee 


There’s a spot of sacred beauty 
Just outside the city wall. 
Love comes face to face with duty 
Just outside the city wall. 
Safe from pain, and full of pleasure, 
Men have sought it in their leisure; 
Peace is there that knows no measure, 
Just outside the city wall. 


There’s a challenge to ambition 
Just outside the city wall. 
There’s a plea for full remission 
Just outside the city wall, 
There’s a call for high and lowly; 
“Come apart and be made holy 
For the King.’’ They’re coming slowly 
Just outside the city wall. 


Disease and sickness come the quickest 
Just outside the city wall. 
Lame and lepers are the thickest 
Just outside the city wall. 
Men care not what happens to them; 
They go on. But one day, through them 
Passed a man who never knew them pe 
Just outside the city wall. Beer 
There He healed them, gave them joy | 
Just outside the city wall; 
Servant to them, man and boy, 
Just outside the city wall. 
An hour of prayer—temptation thwarted— 
Early morn His day’s work started, 
Comforting the broken-hearted ; 
Just outside the city wall. 


Multitudes then gathered ’round Him 
Just outside the city wall. 

Rulers followed; sought to sound Him 
Just outside the city wall, 

If they might from out His speaking 

Find some fault, in frenzy seeking 

In their minds with envy reeking, 
Just outside the city wall. 


Months then passed; months of teaching 

Just outside the city wall; 
Months of service, months of preaching 

Just outside the city wall. : 
He talked with men; His teachings moved them; 
He gave them truths; His actions proved them; 
All His life He showed He loved them 

Just outside the city wall. 


He was praying in the garden, 
Just outside the city wall; 
Praying for the world a pardon 
Just outside the city wall. 
He gave His soul, in anguish steeping, 
Safe into the Father’s keeping; 
Disciples on their watch were sleeping 
Just outside the city wall. 


Rulers sent there; would they slay Him 
Just outside the city wall? 
Judas came there to betray Him 
Just outside the city wall. 
Within the city, then, they tried Him; 
Freedom,— justice was denied Him; 
Between two thieves they crucified Him 
Just outside the city wall. 


From the grave they had to borrow 


Just outside the city wall 
On the third day of their sorrow, 
Just outside the city wall 
Christ arose! You know the story; 
Christ was taken up to Glory. 
They. to people took their story; 
Not outside the city wall, 


There’s today great need of teaching 
Just outside the city wall. 

Need of living, serving, preaching, 
Just outside the city wall. 

To vou who hear it in the city: 

What a shame! Oh! What a pity! 

You ignore that great entreaty 
From outside the city wall! 


You refuse to go and show Him 
Just outside the city wall 
To the men who want to know Him 
Just outside the city wall. 
Men are there who never knew Him. 
They are not the ones who slew Him. 
Won’t you come and lead us to Him 
Who’re outside the city wall? 


The Presence Of God 


‘‘God is omnipresent. We think of Him, per- 
haps, as living in heaven and with penetrating 
eye surveying the universe. But that is a partial 
view. Let us remember that He is everywhere, in 
all the vast extent of the universe, to which no 
bounds have yet been found; and in.each spot 
present in all the fullness of His power. But your 
God is not only thus near you in space—He is 
near as Father. He is concerned in every event of 
life, cognizant of every thought, controlling every 
circumstance, tenderly watchful of every move- 
ment of your soul. As a mother bends over her 
child, observes every motion, cares for every need, 
so the infinite God does with each of His human 
children ... He is by your side. Were the veil of 
sense drawn aside, you would see Him; you would 


see Him smile; you would be moved by His grief 


over your sin; you would be startled by His frown; 
you would cast yourself upon His. breast. What 
solemnity, what carefulness, what joy, what purity, 
what hope should not this overshadowing of the 
wings of the Almighty cause? To every sinful, 
fearful heart, how should the message ring, with 
mingled notes of warning and encouragement. Be- 
hold—behold your God!” 
—George Tybout Purves. 


THE TWO ALS 
By Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 


There have been many requests for reprints of 
the article appearing under the above title in the 
April 1st issue of Journal. We are happy to 
announce that this has been done, and these re- 
prints are available at one dollar per hundred post- 
paid. If the alcohol question is a live one in your 
community you will do well to order a supply of 
this folder for distribution. Postage stamps are ac- 
ceptable. Order from The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 
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swer: “There is none righteous, 
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Test Your I. Q. 


1. Question: How did sin first enter the world? 
Answer: “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin, and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” 


(Romans 5:12). 
2. Question: Does this mean that there has never — 


been anyone who hasn’t sinned? Answer: ‘For 
all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:28). 


3. Question: Is there anyone so righteous that 
he does not need to be saved from his sin? An- 
no, not one”’ 
(Romans 3:10). 


4. Question: What will become of the soul that 
sins? Answer: “The soul that sinneth, it shall. die”’ 
(Ezekiel 18:4). a 

5. Question: How does the sinner finally get 
paid off for his life of sin? Answer: “The wages 
of sin is death’ (Romans 6:23). . 


6. Question: Does “death” here refer to dying 


as we usually think of it? Answer: It refers to 
“The lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
stone: which is the second death” (Revelation 
21:8). 7 

7. Question: Will this fire ever be put out? 
Answer: Mark 9:43 refers to hell as ‘“‘the fire 
that never shall be quenched.” (Also see Matthew 
18:8). 3 


8. Question: What did God do so that man 


~ could be saved from hell? Answer: ‘‘For God so 


loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 


Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not — 


perish, but have everlasting life’ (John 3:16). 


9. Question: What did God’s Son, Christ, do 
to save man from his sin? Answer: “While we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us’ (Romans 
5:8). 

10. Question: How can a person be saved? 
Answer: “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9). 


11. Question: Why is it necessary to confess 
Jesus with your mouth? Answer: “For with the 


heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with 


the mouth confession is made unto salvation” 
(Romans 10:10). 

12. Question: Can a person be saved and go 
to heaven by doing good works even though he 
doesn’t believe in Jesus? Answer: “For by grace 
are ye saved through faith, and that not of your- 
selves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9). 

13. Question: Can anybody or anything save us 
besides Jesus? Answer: “Neither is there salvation 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Nursery 
Graded 
Courses 


Seasons 


NURSERY 
PRESCHOOL DEPARTMENT 


ne company 
THE STANOARD PUBLISH 


by STANOARD 


This 24-page Prospectus 
fully discusses need for Nursery 


or Preschool Department, and 
early training in the home, and 
means of realizing desired results. 
Contains actual samples of pages 
from Nursery Quarterlies, including 
brand-new, one-year course; sample 
icture papers; description and il- 
ustrations of other lessons and 
materials so successfully used in 
thousands of schools. Complete 
information also sent, upon request, 
on other Uniform and Closely 
Graded lessons for entire school. 
State department. Address Desk 51. 


The Standard Publishing Co. 


20 East Central Parkway Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). 


14. Question: Js there anybody who can’t he 
saved even though he wants to be? Answer: 
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved’ (Romans 10:13). 


15. Question: What are some other Bible verses 


that tell what one should do to be saved? Answer: 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt 


be saved” (Acts 16:31). “He that heareth My 
word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into con- 
demnation, but is passed from death unto life” 
(John 5:24). 


16: Question: What change takes place in a 
person as soon as he accepts Jesus as his personal 
Saviour? Answer: “Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are 
passed away, behold, all things are become new.” 
(II Corinthians 5:17). 


—Compiled by Harold Rowley. Good News 
Publishers, 322 West Washington, Chicago, 6. Ill. 
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